> iy. AViy(AP)— A parliament committee on Monday voted to impose 
travel restrictions orran Israeli Arab legislator Bor urging Palestinians to 
ra*st in^occTip^tofi -by every means" possible. The remark that 
nasnem Mahameed of the communist Hadash Party made to Palestinians 
m the occupied Gaza two weeks ago was interpreted by many Jewish 
lawm akers as a call to arms. Attorney General Yosef Hansh bas ordered 
-jxrtk c to investigate Mr. Mahameed for allegedly mating violence. 

htnitations, if upheld by the 120-scat parliament plenum on 
Wednesday, could Mode Mr. Mahameed from travelling to certain areas. 
3U ° > . a ? Q* 23 - Paritament's house axnminee voted 8-7 to impose the 
• ^^fricti ons Mr- Mahameed for three months despite his iiwivwii» rh yr 
he was misundemood and opposed “a military solution." a parliament 
statement said. Mr. Mahameed said the committee's decision was racist 
and “dire cted against a member of parliament who ban Arab wntfiing 

cfec . I've .sral again and again that this way of punishment would not shut 
my mouth. I am going to say again and again that 1 would never respect 
at»y peo ple und er oppression and occupation that do not resist. I believe 
that my people, the Palestinian people, have the right to resist with aD 
means. ” : . • 
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, Ghali to send new envoy to Mideast 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A second U-N. envoy will visit Israel and Lebanon to 
yy to reach agreement allowing aid to reach 415 Palestinian evictees stuck 
in Lebanon, the government said Monday. Last week, U,N- Under. 
Secretary-General James Jonah visited the region bur railed to convince 
Israel to take the evictees back or allow medical and food supplies to read) 
them. Lebanon also refuses to allow the aid through its territory. The 
latest . visit was agreed upon in a telephone call Monday between Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and U.N. Secretary -General Boutros Ghali, Mr. 
Rabin s office said. According to a statement, special envoy Chmmaya 
Gharekhan, U.N. representative to multilateral Mideast peace negotia- 
tions, will arrive in Israel "in the next few days" after being briefed by Dr. 
Ghali. The U.N. Security Council has condemned the expulsion as a 
violation of international law and demanded that Israel let the men return. 
But it failed on Thursday to draft a second more strongly worded 
statement 
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NewGCC chief 
urges Arab unity 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The in- 
'"oomng secretary -general of the 
_ Golf Cooperation Council 
' (GCC), Sheikh Fahhn Ben Sultan 
AI Qassimi, urged the Arab 
. World to dose ranks or face 
problems amid the growing trade 
and political blocs in the world. 
Mr. Qassimi told Atm Dhabi 
tekivistoa that Arab unity was 
necessary “because the coming 
century will have no mercy for 
weaklings and will only be fit for 
jjourerful countries and large 

Locust swarms 
invade S. Arabia 

JEDDAH (AP) — Millions of 
mature desert locusts from East 
Africa have invaded Saudi Ara- 
bia since mid-November' and 
even denser swarms are expected 
over the next two months, offi- 
cials said Monday. "The first 
invasion took place on Nov. 17 
and the second on Dec. 27.” 
Yacoub Ashour, the head of the 
Jeddah-based locust research and 
combat statioa, told the Associ- 
ated Press. "The invasion of lo- 
casts is continuing and is ex- 
pected to intensify over the com- 
ing two months.” 

Ship leaves Iraq 

BAHRAIN (AP) — A Maltese- 
flagged merchant ship, crippled 
in the Gulf war, has left Iraq, the 
firt vessel to sail from there since 
die cease-fire nearly two years 
ago, shipping sources said Mon- 
day- The sources said the Sea 
Music left Umm Ai Qasr over die 
weekend, and headed south. It 
docked Monday at Dubai where 
if will put up for sale. A U.S. 
navy spokesman said there was 
no indication the Sea Music was 
carrying cargo, which would be in 
violation of U.N. trade sanctions 
imposed against Iraq since it in- 
vaded Kuwait in August 1990. 

Court charges 13 in 
Foda murder 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt's supreme 
state security court Monday 
charged 13 Muslim e x t re m i s t 
suspects with the killing of secular 
writer Faraj Foda and said they 
. faced a maximum penalty of 
death, court sources said. They 
said eight of die 13, members of 
Ai Gama's Ai Eslamiya (Islamic 
Group) movement, were still at 
large. They were also accused of 
forging legal papers and posses- 
sing arms. Mr. Foda, gunned 
down in Cairo last June, was a 
prominent secularist who de- 
nounced Muslim fundamentalists 
in his writings. 

Bahrain names 
assembly official 

MANAMA (R) — The ruler of 
Bahrain Monday chose the 
secretary-general for the new 
consultative council that will be- 
gin meeting this month. The offi- 
cial Gulf News Agency said the 
emir, Sheikh Isa Ben Salman AI 
Khalifa, named Mohammad Has- 
un AI FadhJ to the position. The 
wholly appointed council of 30 
men, whose names were 
announced on 27, will be asked to 
advise the government on draft 
laws proposed by the cabinet. 

Violence erupts on 
Bangladesh border 

JESSORE. Bangladesh (R) — At 
.least two people were killed and 
scores injured when Bangladesh 
security forces fired on 50,000 
Muslims trying to march to India 
aTptutest at the building of a 
temple on the site of a razed 
mosque, witnesses said. Police 
aad members of the Bangladesh 
rifles opened fire after the mar- 
chers broke through a security 
barrier on the outskirts of les- 
sors, about 16 kilometres from 
the Indian border in northern 
Bangladesh, they said. 



Deputies heap criticism 
and demands on Cabine 


By Ayman AI Safodi 
and Masa Aloof 

Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Despite the general- 
ly positive bill of health the Fi- 
nance Committee of the Lower 
House of Parliament gave the 
draft budget for 1993, the govern- 
ment Monday received little 
praise from deputies who sho- 
wered it with demands and critic- 
ism of its economic performance 
and plans. 

Politics and electioneering 
dominated the majority of the 
speeches delivered by 21 deputies 
at the second day of what is 
expected to be a four-day debate 
of tire draft budget. 

The government was criticised 
for its management of poverty, 
and unemployment, bureaucratic 
inefficiency, taxes system, monet- 
ary policy, centralisation of eco- 
nomic opportunities and invest- 
ments and implementation of 
“International Monetary Fund 
(IMF)-designed economic prog- 
rammes.” 

And it was asked by deputies to 
provide roads, schools, hospitals, 
telecommunication systems and 
other infrastructure in the coun- 
try’s cities, towns, villages and 
refugee camps. 


“Widespread" poverty was Ration of investments in Amman, 
recurrent theme in the speeches V- '. While the government boosted 
of most deputies who took the J the 11 per cent growth of the 
floor Monday, demanding a more ^ Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
effective government action to ’ m 1992 as an achievement, many 
alleviate the deteriorating living. .• deputies saw it as evidence of the 
standards of limited- income ^heavy taxation it imposes on 
citizens. citizens. 

Expressing support for the re- Many deputies said the growth 


commendation of the Finance 
Committee to raise by JD 20 the 
salaries of government em- 
ployees, most deputies said the 
government's economic policy 
was placing a greater burden on 
low-income groups. 

They said citizens were being 
overtaxed at a time when prices 
had gone up, and inflation had 
risen and salaries remained in- 
sufficient to meet the rising cost 
of living. 

“These difficult conditions 
which the great majority of (the 
people) are facing require the 
government to seriously and re- 
sponsibly deal with the situa- 
tion,” Zarqa Deputy Bassam 
Haddadin said, announcing his 
rejection of the draft budget. 

Irbid Deputy Husni Ai Shiyyab 
pointed to the grave discrepan- 
cies in living conditions in various 
parts of the Kingdom, blaming 
increased poverty in areas outside 
the central areas on the concen- 


was made possible through in- 
creased customs and taxes and 
not through improved productiv- 
ity, which they say pointed to a 
default in the overall economic 
policy. Most of them demanded 
that the government introduce no 
new taxes. 

Government measures to fight 
unemployment also came under 
fire from deputies who alleged 
unfair practices in distributing job 
opportunities among citizens and 
governors tes. 

Deputies charged that nepot- 
ism was widespread in a 
bureaucratic system which they 
said was plagued by inefficiency, 
administrative paralysis and 
abuse of office. 

The chairman of the House's 
Judiciary Committee. Saleem AI 

See page 3 for excerpts from 
deputies’ speeches 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Fateh, Hamas agree to cooperate 
in intifada and continue dialogue 


By Mariam M_ fihaiim 

Jordan _ Times Staff Reporter. . 

AMMAN — Reconciliation talks 
between Fateh and the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas, 
concluded in Khartoum Monday 
with an initial agreement to 
cooperate on inter-Palestinian 
issues and the formation of joint 
committees despite continued 
disagreement over Hamas repre- 
sentation in the Palestine Nation- 
al Council (PNC) and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) refusal to order the 
Palestinian negotiating team to 
withdraw from peace talks with 
Israel. 

“We had six points on our 
agenda and we came up with 
three committees to address our 
points of common interest,” Ibra- 
him Gbosheb told the Jordan 
Times during a telephone con- 
versation after the talks con- 
ducted Monday. 

“We agreed to cooperate on 
the issue of expellees, inter- 
Palestinian politics (specifically 
Hamas-Fateh) and intifada poli- 
tics.” said Mr. Gbosheh, adding 
that Fatefa-Hamas committees 


had been formed to deal with the 
three issues. 

But Fateh and Hamas failed to 
come to an agreement on Hamas 
representation in the PNC. “Our 
position has not changed and 
neither has that of Fateh.” Mr. 
Ghosheh said. 

Hamas, an organisation offi- 
cially formed in 1988, is not a 
member of the PNC. About 18 
months ago negotiations began 
between the Islamic group and 


asking for democratic representa- 
tion.” ... 

But disagreement on the issue 
of representation did not seem to 
mar the talks, which Mr. 
Gbosheh described as “honest” 
and "straight forward.” 

“We talked about the expel- 
lees, our joining the PNC, coor- 
dination on intifada-related 
issues. national unity, the strug- 
gle to end Israeli occupation and 
the continuation of the Hamas- 


the PLO on Hamas joining the - Fateh dialogue." Mr. Gbosheh 
PNC. * said. ^ 

The PLO has offered Hamas 18 Coordination between the two 
seats on the 483-member conncfl. groups, he said, was a “sort of 
Hamas wants popular elections or. breakthrough.” Supporters of 


40 per cent of the seats. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
attended the three days of talks in 


Fateh and Hamas fought fierce 
battles in Gaza and Nablus last 
summer and several people had 


Khartoum. Fateh Central Com-, died as a result of the fighting. 


mitiee member Saleem Zannoun 
led the Fateh delegation while 


Hamas’s willingness to con- 
tinue the military struggle against 


Damascus-based Musa Abu Mar- . Israel has, won .support among 
zonk headed the Hamas group. manyVPalestinians who see no 
Sudan’s Hassan Turabi chaired change in Israeli .policies towards 
the talks. . Jtfe people. ; living under, its 

Mr. Ghosheh, who is the occupation. . . ‘ 
Amman-based spokesman for. - -Hamas's popularity reached a. 
Hamas, said that while at tbjs~^£cak tn the weeks that followed 
round of talks “numbers (of ^ 

seats) were not mentioned we are . (Continued on page 5) 
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Islamic Action Front leader urges 
independents to retract; resignation 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The leader of the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF). Dr. 
Ishaq Farhan, yesterday called on 
independent members of his 
group to retract their resignations 
in a bid to dose Islamist ranks 
and maintain their unity. 

Seventeen independent Islam- 
ists resigned from IAF in protest 
a day after they failed to win a 
proportionate strength in the 120- 
member consultative assembly 
elections two weeks ago. 

“What is hoped now. after the 
contacts we made, is that the 
resignations would be with- 
drawn,” Dr. Farhan, said in a 
three-page statement distributed 
to the press Monday. 

Dr. Farhan’s call on the inde- 
pendents to return to the ranks of 
the front, however, was also 
accompanied by a determined 
message that the IAF would con- 
tinue its operation with or with- 
out them and that the “doors will 
remain open to those who chose 
to leave and those who chose to * 
enter.” 

Dr. Farhan’s statement comes 
four days ahead of the elections 
for a 17-member executive com- 
mittee, a speaker for the con- 
sultative council as well as a 
president and two deputies of the 


IAF which are scheduled for Fri- 
day. 

A crack appeared in the front 
when the results of the consulta- 
tive assembly’s .elections indi- 
cated a Muslim Brotherhood con- 
trol of the majority of the seats 
despite an earlier understanding 
that independents would be given 
at least a third. 

The independents immediately 
lashed out at the movement _ 
securing it of using the IAF as a- - 
front for its political activities., 
while using the presence of inde- 
pendents to add legitimacy to the 
front’s claims that it is a common 
ground for all Islamists regardless 
of their affiliations. 

Stressing that the IAF accepts . 
as members all Islamists who 
believe in its objectives and re- 
gardless of their past affiliations. 
Dr. Farhan was quick to add that 
the front, therefore, will not 
allow for the formation for an 
internal bloc of members under 
the banner of independents. 

"When an individual becomes 
a member of the front, he becom- 
es equal to all other members in 
duties and rights ... therefore the : 
legal path for entering the party 
or leaving it is taken through an 
individual decision and not as a 
group,” Dr. Farhan said in Mon- 
day’s statement. 

He also maintained that the 


independents won 40 per cent of 
tire 120 seats, a much larger 
estimate. the independents' 15 per 
cent, but did not specify how he 
had reached this figure. 

, Coupled with unprecedent cri- 
ticism of the independents. Dr. 
Farhan seemed to fend off critic- 
ism of the Brotherhood implying 
that if there was any wrongdoing 
from the movement's members, 
who are also members of the 
IAF, then it was as a result “of' 
individual decisions which were 
not dictated by any side." 

Despile his call for withdraw- 
ing the resignations, Dr. Farhan’s 
statement appeared to indicate 
that earlier optimism of an im- 
pending solution to the crisis was 
not totally justified. 

A source close to IAF decision- 
making circles tola the Jordan 
Times that if the resigned inde- 
pendents decide to stay some will 
be elected to the 17-member ex- 
ecutive committee. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the source said that 
efforts were underway to pave 
the road for. the election of at 
least j^ttgtiepentlents to the ex- 
eCTti va f ffi fihnittee: He “also indi- 
cated that a strong campaign was 
underway, among Brotherhood 


(Continued On page 5) 



Israefi soldiers arrest a Palestinian in the occupied Gaza Strip and (light) Palestinians expelled to Smith Lebanon offer prayers (AFP ) 


'Collaborator’ 
suspected of 
Shin Bet 
killing 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian “col- 
laborator” involved with the Isla- 
mic fundamentalist Hamas move- 
ment .is the main suspect 
m Sunday's killing of an agent of 
Israel's internal security service, 
police said Monday. 

The agent, Haim Nahmani, 29, 
was stabbed and beaten to death 
with a hammer in occupied Jeru- 
salem, apparently by an informer 
be had met at a “safe house” to 
collect information on Hamas, 
Israeli news reports said. 

Police confirmed that they 
were focusing on the possibility 

(Co ffin fd on page 5) 


Shaath sees Israel’s way 
out of expulsion deadlock 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said Monday the 
Israeli government could extract 
itself from a crisis over the expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians and res- 
cue Middle East peace talks if the 
Israeli supreme court ruled the 
action illegal. 

Nabil Sha’ath, an adviser to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
told Reuters: “They have always 
claimed that Israel was a ‘ law- 
abiding country ... their first way 
out is to let the courts do it.” 

He recalled that Israel’s justice 
minister had argued last August' 
that expulsions were against in- 
ternational law. Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin subsequently can- 
celled expulsion orders issued 


against 11 * Palestinians by the 
hardline Likud government he 
had just defeated in general elec- 
tions. 

Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yosri Beilin, who discussed 
the crisis with Egyptian officials 
Sunday, told reporters that expul- 
sions were “generally speaking 
contrary to our values and ideas” 
but argued: “sometimes we do 
not have any other choice.” (see 
page Z). 

Die Israeli government accuses 
the Palestinians of supporting 
violent groups, including Hamas, 
which opposes peace talks and 
claimed responsibility for kidnap- 
ping and killing an Israeli border 
policeman in December. 

Dr. Sha’ath, who has consb- 


tentiy supported taking part in 
peace talks and has planned much 
of the Palestinians’ negotiating 
strategy, said the expulsions crisis 
had to be solved. 

“The first requirement now is 
really a remedial one, which is to 
return the (expellees) and to allow . 
a cooling-down process, to really 
sit and think together with the 
Israelis and the American spon- 
sors and, hopefully, the Russians 
and the Europeans on what needs 
to be done next.” he said. 

Dr. Sha'ath said Israel should 
lift its ban on negotiating directly 
with the PLO and the sponsoring 
powers — the United States and 
Russia — should clarify the 

(Confined on page 5) 


Rabin preparing Golan 
pullout plan — Netanyahu 


Somali factions meet 
for ‘informal’ talks 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A con- 
tingency plan being prepared by 
Israel wo old pull, back troops 
about 10 kilometres on the occu- 
pied Golan Heights as a step 
towards peace with Syria, opposi- 
tion legislators said Monday. 

Legislators Benjamin Netany- 
ahu of the Likud Party and 
Moshe Peled of Tzomet claimed 
I the partial withdrawal was part of 
a blueprint for eventually return- 
ing all the Heights. 

The right-wing Likud and. 
Tzomet parties oppose any with- 
drawal from the Golan, which 
-Israel declared “annexed" in 
1981. In Middle East peace talks 
i in Washington, Syria has deman- 
ded. Israel return all the Heights 
Th. exchange for peace. 

-• The contingency plan is “a 
dear signal ‘by Israel that it is 
ready to make comprehensive 
concessions,” Mr. Netanyahu 
said during a tour of the Golan 
Monday. 

“We are talking about a 
framework in which Israel will 
give up all of the Golan Heights, 
possibly in stages,” he told Israel 
Radio. 

Mr. Peled, who accompanied 
Mr. Netanyahu, said a line of 
hills up to 10 kilometres west of 
current Israeli positions was cited 
in the plan. The Golan spans 
about 21 kilometres along that 
ridge line. 

Die plan calls for U.N. buffer 
forces to be deployed initially in 
areas vacated by the Israelis, the 


radio quoted the lawmakers as 
saying. 

Defence ministry spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami refused comment 
Monday on whether a contingen- 
cy plan was being prepared. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
has said he would agree to partial 
withdrawal of forces in exchange 
for peace. But Mr. Rabin said 
Israel would not discuss details 
until Syria spells out what it 
means by peace. Israel wants 
open borders and full diplomatic 
relations. 

There have been reports in 
recent weeks that Israel and Sy- 
rian negotiators are meeting 
secretly in Europe while the 
peace talks are in recess. 

Israel's chief negotiator. Xta- 
mar Rabinovich, last week de- 
nied the reports, but said he was 
optimistic a peace agreement 
with Syria could be signed this 
year. 

Iran: Talks futile 

Iran told Syria Monday that 
Arabs would achieve nothing 
from peace talks with Israel. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, whose mission 
to Tehran includes talks on 
mending Iran’s ties with Gulf 
Arab states and Egypt, banded 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani a message from Syrian 


(Continued on page 5) 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
Informal peace talks between 14 
Somali groups opened in the 
Ethiopian capital under U.N. au- 
spices Monday and immediately 
ran into procedural problems. 

An alliance of four groups 
boycotted the opening- session, 
attended by U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali, in protest 
at his failure to invite three other 
allied groups. 

The alliance, dominated by the 
Darod group of clans in southern 
Somalia, later said it would take 
part and U.N. officials said one of 
the three extra groups could 
come. 

But the incident showed the 
kind of controversy that could 
disrupt the two days of talks, the 
largest gathering of Somali war- 
lords since the country began to 
disintegrate two years ago. 

Deliberately to avoid procedu- 
ral quarrels of this kind. Dr. 
Ghali has called the talks infor- 
mal and set no agenda. 

“Fragmentation and fighting in 
Somalia have made dialogue 
nearly impossible,” the secretary- 
general told the opening session. 
“It is crucial that this occasion be 
used to exchange ideas and prom- 
ote mutual understanding.'’ 

Some factions have asked the 
United Nations to extend the 
talks but Dr. Ghali told Reuters it 
could not afford to. 

He urged the groups to partici- 
pate in a peace process without 
preconditions and said in the end 
only Somalis could solve the crisis 


in Somalia. 

The U.N. presence at the nego- 
tiations provoked a deadly de- 
monstration over the status of 
Ethiopia’s breakaway north- 
ernmost province, Eritrea. Wit- 
nesses said at least four people 
were fatally shot and scores 
wounded when Ethiopian forces 
fired on students protesting 
efforts to send U.N. observers to 
an April referendum on inde- 
pendence in Eritrea. 

At the conference. President 
Meles Zenawi called on the clan 
leaders to implement a ceasefire, 
establish a national police force, 
disarm gunmen and establish a 
national government. 

Dr. Ghali also urged confer- 
ence participants to end the anar- 
chy in their famine-wracked na- 
tion. 

"It is time to recreate the 
Somali state so that it may fulfill 
its role in the community of na- 
tions," the U.N. chief said. 

But the prospect of anything 
emerging from the U.N.- 
sponsored conference talks was 
undear. 

In Somalia, the U.N. Chil- 
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) pulled its 
last three foreign workers out of 
the southern port of Kismayu 
. following the weekend murder of 
an agency (*m" l «we fwe none 2). 

The talks in Addis Ababa were 
being mediated by Dr. Ghali, 
whose organisation will be re- 
sponsible for polidng Somalia 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Clinton accepts Yeltsin’s summit invitation 


LITTLE ROCK (AP) — 
President-elect Bill Clinton 
accepted Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin’s summit invitation, but 
said such a meeting is not likely to 
be held until he and Congress get# 
started on America's problems. 

Mr. Ginton, speaking after 
Mr. Yeltsin and President 
George Bush signed the START- 
n treaty in Moscow Sunday, said 
the Russian leader had. asked for 
a meeting "pretty soon." 

Israeli. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabfn aipo had asked to.- meet 
with Mr- Clinton. - 

But the president-elect, talking 
to reporters as he prepared to fly 
here from Hitlon Head Island. 
South Carolina, after a vacation, 
reiterated that he was determined 
to focus first on the U-S. eco- 


nomy and other domestic issues. 

He said that although no deci- 
sion had been made on when to 
have a summit with Mr. Yeltsin, 
“I do look forward to meeting 
with him early.” 

He praised Mr. Yeltsin as ge- 
nuinely committed to moving 
Russia towards a free and more 
prosperous economy and said the 
United States has a big stake in 
Mr. Yeltsin's success. But Mr. 
Ginton said a summit date would 
“depend in part on the timetable 
of the Congress and the work that 
1 have to do here on the problems 
in America.” 

Congress will meet in Washing- 
ton Tuesday (see page 8). 

Mr. Ginton said Mr. Yeltsin 
extended the invitation in a letter 
in which he also thanked the 


president-elect for his support of 
the reform process. Mr. Clinton 
said he “appreciated the com- 
ments that both he (Yeltsin) and 
President Bush have made, facili- 
tating this transition.” 

Relations with Israel also are of 
crucial importance to the L..lted 
States. Mr. Clinton said, adding 
that “the peace process is very 
important to me.” 

Mr. Clinton said he would dis- 
cuss the date for meeting with 
Mr. Rabin, but added that he has 
"a good relationship with him 
going, so I would expect that we 
would get together pretty soon." 

Mr. Clinton will continue pre- 
paring for his move to Washing- 
ton and consider appointments 
for sub-cabinet positions, said 
spokesman Jeff Eller. The New 


York Times reported that Prince- 
ton University economist Alan 
Blinder is Mr. Ginton’s choice 
for one of three seats on his 
Council of Economic Advisers. 

On Friday, Mr. Ginton meets 
with Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari in Austin, 
Texas. 

On Somalia. Mr. Clinton 
reiterated his support for the 
rescue mission that sent U.S. 
troops and said he hoped their 
"main mission” could be com- 
pleted by the time he takes office 
Jan. 20. , : 

But Mr. Clinton said "we’re 
doing what we have to do” and 
that he could not try to hold Mr. 
Bush to a commitment to have 
over by Jan. 20. 
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UNICEF pulls staff 
out of Kismayu 




MOGADISHU (R) — The Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) has pulled its foreign 
staff out of the southern Somali 
port of Kismayu despite the pre- 
sence there of hundreds of Amer- 
ican and Belgian troops. 

The move followed the killing 
Saturday night of UNICEFs 
officer in charge in Kismayu. 
Briton Sean Devereux, by a lone 
Somali gunman 30 metres from 
the agency's residence. 

The withdrawal reflected the 
relief community's concern that 
their security was still not guaran- 
teed despite the presence of more 
than 27.000 U.S. and other fore- 
ign forces in Somalia to protect 
the famine relief operations. 

UNICEF statement said the 
agency welcomed the arrival of 
the American-led force “and its 
efforts to provide security for the 
relief effort.” 

But it said the shooting of Mr. 
Devereux. the first foreigner kil- 
led intentionally in Somalia since 
the task force arrived, had set 
back plans resettle more than 
50.000 displaced Somalis who 
have fled to Kismayu from the 
Lower Juba Valley. 

“UNICEF remains committed 
to reaching civilians caught in 
war. However, the assurances for 
the security of UNICEF and 
NGO (non-governmental orga- 
nisation) staff remain a precondi- 
tion to the provision of assist- 
ance.” the statement said. 

It said four other expatriate 
UNICEF staff in Kismayu had 
been evacuated but that Somali 
employees would stay on to pro- 
vide essential relief to mothers 
and children. 

"The UNICEF statement did 
not mention the nationalities of 


protesters 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli police 
fired rubber bullets and tear-gas 
Sunday at thousands of ultra- 
orthodox Jews demonstrating 
against the archaeological ex- 
cavation of an ancient burial 
cave 

Protests began at 3 a.m. and 
caused traffic jams in Jerusalem 
throughout the day. 

The unrest continued into the 
night in spite of a ruling by 
Israel’s high court that excavation 
stop for 10 days until a hearing 
could be held on the matter. 

The protesters were angry that 
the Israel antiquities authority 
had removed bones from a 
seventh century burial cave in the 
Mumilla neighbourhood just out- 
side the walls of the Old City. 

Protesters said the bones were 
of Jews but archaeologists said it 
was a Christian grove. 

The three-year excavation is 
clearing the way for a luxury 
apartment complex and shopping 
mall. 

Border police fired rubber bul- 
lets jnd tear-gas at throngs of 
black- f rocked protesters who 
threw ccmenT blocks, stones and 
bottles in the ultra-orthodox 
ME A Shearim neighbourhood of 
occupied Jerusalem. Some called 
the police Nazis. 

Arabs were attacked by the 
crowds in separate incidents. In 
the first, a -car driven by an 'Arab 
was overturned, in the second an 
ultra-orthodox crowd attacked an 
Arab pedestrian. 

Both men escaped unharmed. 
Twelve protesters were arrested. 

Six policemen and a boy were 
injured by stones thrown by the 
demonstrators but a pi...- 
spokesman said ruobci l-uh^w. 
should not have been fired at the 
demonstraors: "It was a mistake 
in judgement by the commander 
there." 

A television reporter asked 
Police Commissioner Yaakov 
Turner why there were so few 
arrests. 


the staff who were being with- 
drawn. 

No motive had been estab- 
lished for Mr. Devereux’s death 
and the identity of the gunman 
was not known, UNICEF said. 

But the statement indicated 
that Mr. Devereux had been sing- 
led out for murde^ Tivo Somali 
UNICEF staff whe .. - = with Mr. 
Devereux when the gunman 
struck were unhurt, the statement 
said. 

The Briton had spoken up last 
month about an orgy of dan 
killings in Kismayu on the eve of 
the start of Operation Restore 
Hope and extortion of UNICEF 
and other aid agencies by locally- 
hired guards and drivers. 

The UNICEF statement said a 
report earlier Sunday that Mr. 
Devereux had been lulled by his 
own security guards “was un- 
founded and untrue.” 

U.S. and Belgian troops se- 
cured Kismayu, 380 kilometres 
south of Mogadishu, on Dec. 20, 
11 days after the first U.S. 
Marines stormed ashore in the 
Somali capital. 

Troops have spread out since 
Dec. 9 to eight regional centres in 
central and southern Somalia's 
famine belt, from where they will 
escort food convoys into the 
countryside. 

Staff of many relief agencies 
say that while more food is 
reaching the starving because of 
the troops, their own safety has 
become worse. 

One senior aid agency official, 
who asked not to be named, told 
Reuters he was having trouble 
convincing expatriates on his staff 
to stay in Somalia and that rela- 
tions between the relief commun- 
ity and the military were tense. 


A young Somali boy brandishes a 
Mogadishu Sunday (AFP photo) 

“They (the task force) have 
disarmed us and not replaced it 
with anything,” the official said, 
adding that it had only been a 
matter of time before someone 
was killed. 

Kismayu, Mogadishu and the 
southern town of Bardere are the 
blackspots of insecurity, with 
lootings, muggings and car hi- 
jackings still commonplace, 
according to aid workers. 

Task force commanders say it 
is not their job to disarm Somalia, 
awash with weapons used during 
two years of dan war and anarchy 
which created the country's 
apocalyptic famine. 

In Kismayu, troops have 
ordered weapons off the streets 
and say local warlord Colonel 
Ahmad Omar Jess has agreed to 
withdraw his fighter? and their 
“Mad Max” gun wage ns from the 
town. 

But Marine Colonel Fred Peck, 


brandishes a knife during a protest march in 



Deni jan j uk family hopeful in 1993 


CLEVELAND (AP) — The 
family of John Demjanjuk began 
1993 with renewed hope of finally 
proving the former autoworker is 
a victim of mistaken identity, and 
not the former Nazi guard “Ivan 
the terrible." 

“We're always optimistic that 
in the end we will achieve our 
goal, but I think this will be the 
year we finally get some justice 
for our family,” John Demjanjuk 
Jr. said in an interview last week. 

The family hopes new evidence 
from the former Soviet Union 
and other developments last year 
will convince the supreme court 
of Israel that the wrong man was 
convicted and sentenced to hang. 

Demjanjuk, now 72, was strip- 
ped of his U.S. citizenship in 1981 
on charges he lied about his Nazi 
past. He was extradited to Israel 
in 1986 and convicted of crimes 


against humanity after a lengthy 
trial featuring testimony from five 
survivors of the Treblinka camp 
in Poland. 

He is appealing the death sent- 
ence handed down in 1988 by a 
three- judge Israeli panel. 

A guard known as Ivan the 
terrible ran the gas chambers and 
mutilated prisoners, killing some 
850,000 people in 1942 and 1943. 
Both the U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment and Israeli prosecutors 
made die case that Demjanjuk 
and Ivan of Treblinka , are the 
same man. 

Demjanjuk, a Ukraine native, 
says he was never at Treblinka 
and that he was held as a German 
prisoner of war. 

Last year, documents obtained 
from the former Soviet Union 
provided evidence that the noto- 
rious Ivan had the last name of 


Marchenko. Israel's supreme 
court accepted the evidence but 
has not yet ruled on Demjanjuk's 
appeal. 

Last June, a U.S. federa| 
appeals court in Cincinnati 
reopened Demjanjuk’s extradi- 
tion case, saying it may have been 
based on erroneous information. 

A special master has been tak- 
ing evidence in Nashville, Ten- 
nesse, about the Justice Depart- 
ment's role in the case and likely 
will report to the appeals court 
early this year. 

The family speaks regularly by 
telephone with Demjanjuk, who 
remains in prison in Israel. 

“He sounds very good, and he 
remains in good health and good 
spirits, although he is frustrated 
to still be away from his family.” 
Demjanjuk Jr. said. 
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Ex-Marxists face stiff challenge in Yemen 


a U.S. military spokesman, said 
last week that a scheme for the 
voluntary surrender of arms in 
Kismayu had drawn only a mod- 
est response. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali wants the United States 
to expand its mission to full dis- 
armament, saying anything less 
could plunge Somalia back into 
carnage and chaos when the 
American troops pull out. 

He had a taste of Somalia 
mayhem Sunday when a stone- 
throwing mob besieged the 
Mogadishu headquarters of the 
U.N. Operation in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM), preventing him from 
visiting the mission and its staff- 

Dr. Ghali was in Somalia on a 
brief visit before opening infor- 
mal two-day peace talks among 
14 Somali dan factions and splin- 
ter groups. The meeting opens in 
Addis Ababa Monday. 


SANAA (R) — Tbe party that 
ruled South Yemen for more than 
two decades says it bas shaken off 
its Marxist ideology for the sake 
of a united, democratic Yemen, 
but its former foes are still suspi- 
cious of its communist past. 

Political analysts say Yemen's 
Socialist Party (YSP), which now 
shares power in a united Yemen, 
will have to fend for itself in a 
political free-for-all ahead of 
general elections promised in 
April. 

South Yemen's leaders, many 
of them former fervent leftists, 
now face the challenge of manag- 
ing reform without losing their 
grip on power. 

“Our party has dropped much 
of its ideology, renounced totali- 
tarianism both in ideology and 
politics and accepted plurality of 
thoughts... soda! ism is not being 
raised now and is not inducted in 
our present political program- 
me,” said Jarrallah Omar, a 
member of the YSP political 
bureau. 

“Our slogan now is democracy 
comes first and our main aims are 
to modernise the country, create 


and find new resources and build 
the state of law, justice and 
equality,” he said. 

Analysts say the YSP, which 
has 50 per cent of the cabinet 
posts, is likely to do poorly in the 
polls. 

Over 40 political parties now 
operate in Yemen vying for pow- 
er in a democratic climate rare in 
other Arab countries. 

YSP leaders said h was not the 
death of world communism that 
changed the party, but rather the 
need for North and South Yemen 
to unite. 

“When the wind of change 
blew, our party had already taken 
the initiative to concentrate on 
three major issues: The reunifica- 
tion of Yemen, multi-party rule 
and a comprehensive reform and 
criticism campaign of the party's 
past political and social applica- 
tions,” Mr. Omar said in an 
interview. 

In May 1990, the YSP and the 
People's General Congress 
(PGC) of President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh, which ruled conservative 
North Yemen, joined forces and 
merged the country. 


Some YSP foes are sceptical of 
its ideological changes. 

“They are advocating capital- 
ism now. If this is true why don't 
they apply it in the south?” asked 
Abdul Rahman AlJefri, leader of 
the pro-Saudi League of the Sons 
of Yemen, an old foe of the YSP. 

Mr. Jefri, a wealthy business- 
man from Aden, bad has property 
confiscated and his party banned 
by the YSP in what used to be the 
Arab World’s ultra-leftist state. 

Many South Yemenis say they 
are relieved to see the end of a 
Marxist rale that turned the once 
bustling port of Aden into a 
neglected backwater after inde- 
pendence from Britain in 1967. 

But they say that promises of 
the return of business and proper- 
ty «onfiscated under socialism 
have not' been fulfilled. 

There is general consensus that 
Ali Salem Al Baidh, the head of 
the YSP who now serves as Ye- 
men's vice-president, would re- 
main in the same post in any 
future government to preserve 
tbe delicate political balance 
since the merger. 


Mr. Jefri said some YSP people 
were against any radical’ change 
while others saw a shift in ideofo- . 

gy as a must. 

But Mr. Omar said the party - 
was not divided. 

“We have had tong discussions 
about democracy, a factor that 
eased Yemen's unification and 
saved the party from division. 
The choice of unity and democra- 
cy have been tbe parly’s life 
buoy,” he said. 

Other opposition parties said 
they had forgotten the YSP's past 
and they were ready to deal with 
the YSP in the new democratic 
climate. 

Mr. Omar said that as a sign 
change, the YSP now has mera-,<- 
bers who are Marxists along with : ’-- 
social democrats. “We accept 1 , 
even Islamists if they agree to out ; 
programme,” he said. 

Criticising tbe party's old ideol- 
ogy, Mr. Omar said: “We used to 
raise the slogan of fair distribu- 
tion of the wealth even before . 
such wealth existed. We raised’, 
the slogan of internationalism be- 
fore uniting our country.” 


Egypt urges Israel to 
reconsider expulsions 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has urged 
Israel to reconsider the expul- 
sion of 415 Palestinians trapped 
in South Lebanon but Israel said 
die decision had been necessary 
to preserve the Middle East 
peace process. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told reporters after 
talks with Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin: “This 
question is really harmful to the 
peace process and that is why we 
again urge the Israeli government 
to reconsider.” 

Mr. Musa said Egypt had some 
ideas to ease the crisis over the 
expulsions, which is threatening 
to cause the collapse of peace 
talks between Israel, the Palesti- 
nians, Syria, Jordan and Leba- 
non. He declined to give details. 

Hie 415 men are camped on a 
freezing hillside without adequate 
food or medical care. Lebanon 
will not allow diem to crass its 
army’s lines and will not let the 
Red Cross take them supplies, 
arguing Israel caused the problem 
and must solve it. 

Israel says it will only allow the 
Red Cross to reach die men if 
Lebanon does so too. 

Mr. Beilin gave little indication' 
that Israel -was ready > to back 
down. He said expulsions were 
“generally speaking contrary to 
our values and ideas” but added: 
“Sometimes we do not have any 
other choice.” 

"We knew that it was a very 
difficult decision to take but in 
order to keep the peace process 


and in order to prevent those who 
are fighting against peace from 
achieving any victories we had to 
take this decision,'' he said. 

Israel accuses the Palestinians 
of supporting Hamas, which 
opposes peace talks and claimed 
responsibility for kidnapping and 
killing an Israel border policeman 
in December. 

Tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), which has been 
directing Palestinian negotiators, 
sees Hamas as a dangerous rival 
feeding on the growing Palesti- 
nian frustration at lack of prog- 
ress in the peace talks. 

But it cannot accept mass ex- 
pulsions, even of its rivals, and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat is 
currently in Khartoum attemp- 
ting to reach some form of 
accommodation with Hamas. 

Mr. Beilin said upon arrival 
here that his talks would centre 
on bilateral relations, the peace 
process as well as expulsion crisis. 

Mr. Beilin was also scheduled 
to meet with Osama Ai Baz, head 
of President Hosni Mubarak’s 
political office. 

Egypt and Israel signed the 
first and only peace treaty be-, 
twccivair Arab country and the- 
Jewish state , m 1979. Relation^: 
remain cdSFbe tween them be- 
cause Egypt condemns Israeli ac- 
tions with Palestinians and other 
Arab countries. 

Israel would like’ a more active 
normalisation process with 
Egypt. 


r 

Arab governments go to war against fundamentalists 


By John Baggatey 
Reuter 

ALGIERS — Arab govern- 
ments led by Algeria and 
Egypt are working on a plan to 
crush Muslim fundamentalists 
they blame for hundreds of 
killings, sabotage attacks and 
assaults on tourists. 

Interior ministers from 
North Africa to the Gulf will 
spend the next three days 
trying to set up cross-border 
coordination against extrem- 
ism which they blame mainly 
on the fundamentalist govern- 
ment of Iran and Sudan. 

Some of them see Muslim 
extremism as the Arab World's 
gravest threat. 

The meeting will focus on a 
plan for inter-Arab coopera- 
tion to crush what Algiers. 
Cairo and Tunis say is as an 
international terrorist move- 
ment inspired by Iran’s mul- 
lahs. 

“Those who think that what 
is happening in Algeria and 
Egypt, and to a lesser degree m 


Tunisia, are internal problems, 
are gravely mistaken,” Alger- 
ia's Interior Minister Moham- 
mad Hardi said on arrival in 
Tunis for the talks. 

Algeria has been driven 
dose to civil war by the conflict 
between the authorities and 

Muslim fundamentalists in 
which more than 210 members 
of its security forces were lol- 
led in 1992. 

Mr. Hardi called Algeria's 
experience a “baptism of fire” 
and said if Algeria and Egypt 
succumbed the whole Arab 
World “sooner or later will 
sink." 

He said the extremist “gan- 
grene" bad penetrated Saudi 
Arabian society and aimed to 
take control of Islam's holy 
sites. 

Algeria’s government news- 
paper Al Moudjahid said at the 
weekend that the meeting was 
also expected to condemn 
countries which supported 
“terrorist" groups and warned 
them to respect other nations' 
sovereignty and security. 


Egypt has also announced 
that it is inviting government 
ministers, scholars and reli- 
gious leaders from dozens of 
Muslim countries to a confer- 
ence in Cairo on Jan. 19 to find 
“ways to stand up to extremist 
currents." 

The conference is expected 
to denounce terrorism and ex- 
tremism as a distortion of Isla- 
mic and issue a Cairo declara- 
tion on “the fore bea ranee of 
Islam and moderation of its 
* thought,” according to Egypt's 
Minister of Religious Affairs 
Mohammad Mahjoub.. 

Mr. Mahjoub's Algerian 
counterpart Sassi Lamouri vi- 
sited Cairo last year for talks 
on “a joint plan to preserve 
our society and shelter the 
Arab-Islamic World from the 
Iranian assault.” 

The mosque has long been a 
source of recruitment for the 
fundamentalists, and diplo- 
mats say Algeria and Egypt 
have been quietly cooperating 
for months against what Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 


terms Iran's “aggression and 
blackmail.” 

One of Algeria's first moves 
after cancelling a general elec- 
tion which the now-outlawed 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
was poised to win, was to get 
rid of FIS imams who fuelled 
extremist fervour and encour- 
aged militants to join the FIS. 
Cairo too is now putting all 
mosques under government 
control. 

The bloodshed in North 
Africa has sunk some of tbe 
inter- Arab differences high- 
lighted during the Gulf war. 
Hie problem of fundamental- 
ism is seen as too pressing. 

It has also sparked alarm in 
Europe where countries such 
as France, with a community of 
over one million North Afri- 
cans. fear its impact on their 
own Muslim communities. 

Egypt, AJgeria and Tunisia 
have all promised no let-up in 
the battle. “There will be no 
retreat in the fierce and firm 
confrontation against tbe ter- 
rorists," Egypt's Interior 


Minister Mohmmad Abdul 
Halim Musa said as he left for 
Tunisia. 

More than 70 people died in 
religious attacks in Egypt last 
year and its $3 billion tourist 
industry bas been hit by heavy 
cancellations after a British 
tourist was killed. 

Tunis has asked the United 
Nations “to cooperate sincere- 
ly in order to isolate the ex- 
tremist and terrorist groups 
sheltering behind religion. 

In Algeria, some 28 men, 
including 'a Frenchman sent- 
enced last week, have been 
condemned to death by ordin- 
ary courts in less than a year 
for “terrorism.” Special courts 
are about to start work, en- 
dowed with tougher powers to 
order execution. 

On Sunday, a security 
source told Reuters that the 
threat was far from over. “Two 
groups of Algerians are now in 
training camps near the 
Sudanese capital Khartoum, 
along with Egyptian and 
Yemeni fundamentalists,” he 
said. 



Syrian rabbi confirms visa ‘delays' 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Syria's chief rabbi said Sunday “adnunis- 
trative problems” have delayed exit permits for Jews seeking to 
leave the country, but denied that a bon on travel for members of 
his community has been reim posed. The rabbi, Ibrahim Hainra, 
said the “specialised Syrian authorities have told us that tbe delay 
in issuing exit permits is due to administrative problems and not a 
cancellation of president Hafez AJ Assad's decision to lift travel 
restrictions on Jews.” Rabbi Hainra spoke to reporters at his 
borne in Damascus, but gave no indication as to bow soon the 
obstacles would be sorted out. He said since the travel restrictions 
were lilted in April. 2400,Jews have left. He said 1,450 remain in 
Syria, but did not say how many of those have applied for exit 
permits. The permits are a requirement for ali Syrians wishing to 
travel. 

UNESCO chief puts off Israel visit 

PARIS (R) — United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) chief Federico Mayor has 
cancelled a trip to Israel, and a report said his absence at a 
seminar there was meant as a protest against the expulsion of 415 
Palestinians from the occupied territories. A UNESCO spokes- 
man said Monday Mr. Mayor had been due to attend a seminar on 
science and education in developing countries opening Sunday. 
He said Mr. Mayor, who is apparently in Spain, postponed his 
visit to Israel to an unfixed date and sent his deputy to represent 
him. The spokesman bad no explanation for die change of 
schedule. But Spanish national radio said Mr. Mayor cancelled his 
visit in a deliberate snub to protest against Israel’s expulsion of 
415 Palestinians stranded in southern Lebanon. 


ASSlltt (R) -— dimmer! suspected to be' Muslim militants 
attacked Oiristiari 'Copts in Upper Egypt^Monday. killing one and 
wounding another in two separate assaults, security sources said. 
In the first attack, gunmen with automatic rifles shot Ishak 
Ibrahim Hanna, 65. a village official in Izbet Hanna near the town 
of Dayrut, a militant stronghold about 315 kilometres south of 
Cairo, the sources said. Mr. Hanna was hit in the head and died at 
hospital. Minutes later in Dayrut, pharmacy owner Daniel . 
Mikar, 48, was shot in the face with a revolver. The attackers also 
tossed a bomb into the pharmacy but it did not explode. Both 
groups of attackers escaped, the sources said. On Sunday night, a 
bomb shattered windows in a Coptic church in the village of 
Dayrut Al Sherif. The village, with four churches and a 
monastery, has 45,000 people, 20 per cent of them Coptic 
Christians. Security sources said they believed the attackers were 
from Al Gama’a AI Islamiya (Islamic Group), the main Muslim 
militant movement in Egypt. Islamic group militants attacked 
Copts, security officials and tourists in Upper Egypt last year, in 
an attempt to challenge the government which they seek to 
replace with an Islamic caliphate. 

Israeli army chief visits U.S. 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli army Chief of Staff Lieutenant General 
Ehud Barak flew Sunday for a 10-day visit to the United States. 
The visit, during which Gen. Barak will meet Gcmeral Colin 
Powell, chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff, will be aimed 
at improving strategic cooperation between the two countries, the 
radio said. It comes as Israel weathers international criticism for 
its Dec. 17 expulsion for up to two years of 415 Palestinians from 
tbe Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip to South 
Lebanon. Israeli media reports have long said Gen. Barak was a 
main proponent of temporary expulsion as likely to raise less 
international outrage than Israel's past practise of permanently 
expelling Palestinians. 

Russian minister cuts short Gulf tour 

ABU DHABI (AP) — Russian Defence Minister Pavel Grachev Monday 
cut short a landmark trip to the Gulf and flew home after the of hts 
father, sources in his entourage said. But a 20-man delegation of senior 
military officials stayed behind to pursue military cooperation talks with 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) officials. The team will fly to Kuwait 
Tuesday as had been scheduled, said the sources. Hie official Emirates 
News Agency WAM reported Mr. Grachev’s abrupt departure, but made 
no reference to the death of his father, Sergei. Grachev appointed 
General Viktor Prudnikov as head of the delegation, the Russian sources 
added. 
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Deputies criticise 



voice their demands 




Hie foBowing are extracts from speeches made by Lower 
>. House Parliament members Monday oo the fiscal budget and 
: their coatfttaeactes? needs; 


Deputy Safauneb Ghweiri 
Zarqa 



'I 


Noting that the rate of poverty 
was around 33 per cent in Jordan 


deputy Ghweiri demanded that 
the government impose no furth- 
er taxes. To deal with poverty, he 
said that the National Aid Pond 
(NAF) should be increased and 
more assistance should reach 
needy families in all goveroo- 
rates. Mr. Ghweiri also called on 
the government to back'nationa! 
industry which can absorb work- 
ers and find new markets in the 
Gulf for exporting domestic 
goods. He said that Jordan 
should approach the United Na- 
tions in older to open the way for 
exports to Iraq or help the coun- 
try re-open its markets in the 
Gulf region. Mr. Ghweiri joined 
other deputies in demanding a 
raise in die salaries of the govern- 
ment employees. 


1 Hnsni AJ Shiyyab 
" Irbid 



Deputy Shiyyab criticised the 
government's economic and 
monetary policies, saying the 
government’s heavy reliance on 
indirect taxes and various tariffs 
fp generate revenues would dis- 
courage; investment and increase 


poverty pockets in Jordan. He 
said that monetary policies which 
maintain a high interest rate on 
credit facilities would lead inves- 
tors to keep their capitals in 
banks instead of investing in pro- 
ductive projects. The Central 
Bank of Jordan's (CBJ) redis- 
count rate is very high compared 
to that ofcornmerosJ banks, thus 
causing the liquidity surplus to 
move between banks instead of 
investing it in economically- 
feasible projects, he added. He 
said the Jordanian annual income 
per capita was dropping signifi- 
cantly. Since 1968 it was JD 717 
while in 1991 it was JD 530 
according to a report release by 
the CBJ in 1991, be said. Mr. 
Shiyyab called on the government 
to give civil servants a JD 20 raise 
in accordance with a recom- 
mendation by the financial com- 
mittee. This raise will not be a 
handout from the government 
because it is a legitimate right for 
government employees, he said. 


Deputy Mohammad Alawneh 
Irbid 


r , 



Deputy and former Agriculture 
-Ali raster Mohammad Alawneh 


focused on the farming sector and 
said that although the public 
looks at agricultural products as 
national output it is m fact mostly 
grown on imported seeds, fertiliz- 
ers and other farm requirements. 

He demanded better utilization 
of southern lands and water re- 
sources such as AL'Dis? basin. He 
said that btnldmg dains should be 
" given higbeT priorities to irrigate 
*' badia and other semi-dry regions. 
In addition, he gave numerical 
explanations to show that by 
planting olive trees and other 
types of fruits, the kingdom can 
improve by far its agriculture 
production. 


Yousef AJ A them 
Maan 



Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Atheni' presented several ques- 
tions to the government as to why 
the ‘government stopped operat- 
ing Al Hijaz railroad. “Is there 
any. intention io cancel this rail- 
road to which Muslim women 
have donated their jewellery?" 


be asked. He also asked the 
government why it J»tns Jorda- 
nians from fishing in- the Gulf of 
Aqaba to meet the needs of their 
families and feed the Jordanian 
people and why there was delay 
in carrying out the Maan Sport 
city project. 

The deputy said Maan Gov- 
e morale, which covers half of 
Jordan's area, has the kingdom’s 
most important touristic attrac- 
tions such as the Nabatean city of 
Petra, the warm beaches in 
Aqaba and several desert fortres- 
ses. The govemorate also con- 
tains several raining, industrial 
and agricultural projects, he said. 
Still be added, Maan is stHl dep- 
rived of a university and does not 
get its fair share from the Nation- 
al Aid Fund (NAF) despite the 
rising number of the unemployed 
and poor in the govemorate. - 

Mr. A them said his demands 
for the govemorate are not a 
pre-election campaign because he 
was not running in the next par- 
liamentary elections for health 
reasons. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


7he fallowing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time ami place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Caricature exhibition by carfonisf Nftfi Al AH at the Abdul 
T fa n a wd Shoman Art Gallery. 

POETRY RECITAL 

tV ktdtal of En gfe h poems by Arab- American poet Almaz Abee 
' jNeder at the Phoenix Art GaDery — 6 p-m. 


Somali factions meet in Addis Ababa 


ftestfatued from Page 2} 
when the U.S. -fed forces of Op- 
eration Restore Hope leave. 

UJL officials say they want to 
puU oqt the first American troops 
as early as month's end. a pros- 
pect many Somalis do not wel- 
come, 

The demonstration against Dr. 
GhjjH ia the Ethiopian capital was 
the . latest in a string of protests 
against, him during his swing 
through the Balkans and East 
Africa. 

Dr. Ghafi was forced to flee to 
,the U.S. Marine compound in 
Mogadishu Sunday when dans- 


men allied with a powerful war- 
lord pelted U.N. headquarters 
with rocks and garbage and tore 
down the U.N. flag. 

The demonstrators were 
aligned with General Mohammad 
Fairs Aidecd. whose refusal to 



Jordan urges Red Cross 
to send evictees aid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Mon- 
day again demanded that the 
world community should force 
Israel to comply with U.N. re- 
solutions and repatriate evictees 
exiled to Lebanese territory. 

Adel Iisbrad director general 
of the Foreign Ministry Palesti- 
nian Affairs department stressed 
that further pressure should be 
applied on Israel to implement 
resolution 799. Speaking at a . 
meeting with the representative 
of die International Committee 
of the Rod Cross (ICRC) Michel 
Ducreanx. Mr. Iisheid said that 
Israel should offer die ICRC fad- 
lines in order to reach the evic- 
tees and offer them due services. 

Noting that the evictees health 
conditions were deteriorating as 
they enter their third week in 
exile, Mr. Ersheid said that 
Palestinian evictees should be re- 
ceiving immediate medical care. 
He said that the ICRC should 


pursue its attempts to ensure 
Israel’s consent towards provid- 
ing the evictees with humanita- 
rian services. 

Mr. Iisheid said that Israel 
should be held by the world 
community as the sole responsi- 
ble party for this humanitarian 
and political crisis. 

He pointed to Israel's con- 
tinued brutal measures being im- 
posed on the Arab population in 
the occupied lands and said that 
the Israelis continue to shell Arab 
homes killing innocent civilians. 

The ICRC assumes an impor- 
tant humanitarian role and enjoys 
world wide respect and support 
except in Israel which is disre- 
garding all world organisations. 

Israel’s deportation was widely 
condemned by various nations. 
Representatives of various unions 
in Jordan have organised sit-ins 
and other forms of protest out- 
side the U.N. offices. 


JPA optimistic about 
overtime allowance 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) announced 
Monday that it is looking into a)) 
means of obtaining a 30 per cent 
overtime allowance for the em- 
ployees of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, but it is optimistic 
that the rise will be awarded. 

JPA President Suleiman Al 
Qudah said that the JPA board 
will support Petra's overtime de- 
mands which are in line with an 
increase awarded to the Jordan 
Radio and Television corpora- 
tion . Petra Sunday held a six- 
hour strike in support of their 
demands which Mr. Qudah said 
should work in favour of the 
journalists. The JPA requested 
the work stoppage. The work 
stoppage executed on Sunday be- 


tween 10 and four o'clock was 
described by Petra Director 
Khaled Mahadin as a show of 
discontent rather than a strike on 
the part of the employees for not 
receiving equal treatment from 
the government for their news- 
work. 

m 

Petra employees have now sent 
a memorandum to Minister of 
Information Mahmoud Al Sharif 
reiterating their demand for the 
allowance, and they have also 
sent a cable to the Lower House 
of Parliament urging its members 
to support their demand. 

Mr. Mahadin had said that he 
received encouraging signals 
from the government that the 
Petra staff demands will be met. 
He noted that the government 
had received at least three 
memoranda from the Petra staff 
demanding more pay. 


Income tax collection up by 
18*5 per cent 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Income 
Tax Department collected a total 
of JD 110.796,1 13 from taxpayers- 
in 1992, an increase of 18.5 per 
cent from 1991 collections. At a 
press conference Monday held by 
Department Director Mansour 
Haddadin who said char the 1993 
forecast was at JD 120 million - 

Giving a breakdown of the 
collections, Mr. Haddadin said 
that JD 74.631,165 was collected 
from shareholding companies 
compared to JD 64,346.799 in the 
previous year. Individual tax 
payers paid JD 24,800,380 in 1992 
over JD 19,550,623 in 1991. Pri- 
vate sector employees paid a total 
of JD 8,707,322 while JD 
7,381,323 in 1991, while govern- 
ment civil servants paid JD 
2,657,246 compared to JD 
2,168,639 in 1991. 

In reference to the depart- 
ment's new plans Mr. Haddadin 
said that during 1993 the depart- 


ment will open a new branch in 
western Amman and another in 
the northern sector of the city to 
aid the collection of taxes. Furth- 
ermore, the Income Tax Depart- 
ment intends to simplify proce- 
dures to help tax payers pay by 
installment, Mr. Haddadin said. 

Mr. Haddadin urged taxpayers 
to present income details so that 
taxes may be accurately calcu- 
lated. He said that if payments 
are made quickly people may 
apply for a six per cent discount 
in January, four per cent in 
February and two per cent in 
March. He warned that the dead- 
line for payment is April 30,1993 
after which fine s at the rate of 
two per cent per month will b? 
imposed on the taxpayers.- 

Mr. Haddadin said that tax- 
payers call the department on 
telephone number: 685613 for 
any queries and information con- 
cerning the payment of dues. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


IDB approves loans worth JD 1.538m 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
has approved 22 loans worth JD 1,538 million to finance 
industrial, touristic and services projects for 1993. Sixteen loans 
worth JD 1,103m were extended to existing industrial ventures. In 
1992, the IDB extended 203 loans worth JD 31,474 million to 
various Jordanian projects. 


ACC extends JD 23m to agricultural projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC) 
has extended JD 23 million to 8,000 agricultural projects in 1992. 
thus benefiting 10,000 farmers and members of cooperative 
societies around the Kingdom, according to ACC Director 
Mansour Ben Tarif. Mr. Tarif said most of the loans were granted 
to snail farmers in accordance with the government's directives. 
Projects aiming to reclaim and develop agricultural lands received 
36 per cent of the ACCs loans. Mr. Ben Tarif said, adding that 
projects aiming to develop the Kingdom's livestock wealth 
received 32 per cent of the loans. The rest of the loans were 
granted to help fanners develop their irrigation techniques and 
purchase new machinery. 


Jordanian and Sudanese news agencies 
agree to cooperate 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan News Agency, Petra, and the 
Sudanese News Agency, Suna, concluded Monday an agreement 
on cooperation between the two agencies in journalistic and 
technical fields. The agreement, which was signed by Petra 
Director General Khaled Mahadin and Suna Director Mustafa 
Abdul Rahman, provides for exchanging news and photos. It also 
provides for exchanging expertise and visits between journalists in 
Jordan and Sudan. 


WHO organises painting competition 

AMMAN (Petra) — The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
announced Monday that it is organising a painting contest for 
school children aged between eight and 18 years. The topic of the 
paintings is ways of preventing car accidents. WHO has invited 
students in the Mediterranean region to take part in the contest 
and submit their paintings to WHO representatives or the 
Ministry of Health in these countries. Paintings should be on 
35X250 centimetre paper, tbe organisation announced. 


Electricity authority to offer tenders for 
national power grid links 

KARAK (Petra) — Director General of the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) Mohammad Saeed Arafeh said all tenders for 
linking the Jordan countryside with the national power grid will 
be offered in the first half of 2993. Mr. Arafeh said during a tour 
of the Karak Govemorate that all villages and population 
gatherings included in the project will be electrified before the 
end of the year. The JEA chief called on the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the Environment to complete 
drawing organisational plans for these villages and gatherings to 
facilitate work in the project. 

Jordanian elected head of Arab 
Geologist Federation 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — President of tbe Jordanian Geologists 
Association (JGA) Issa Abu Taha has been elected president of 
the Arab Geologists Federation. At the conclusion of its meeting 
in Baghdad last week, the federation also elected secretary 
general of the Libyan geologists association as vice-president and 
head of the Iraqi association as secretaty genera) of the 
federation's executive bureau. 


Mohammad Al Dardonr 
Ramfha 



Deputy D ardour said that the 
overflow of the national revenue 
and the increase of taxes are 
burdens to be borne by the 
citizens- He said that the growth 
that referred to by the Minister of 
Finance is not real growth. There 
is no achievement in self-reliance 
when imports are far more than 
exports, he said. Morevoer, the 
government's constant resort to 
debt is increasing when it. should 
be reduced to- give opportunities 
to the national self-reliance.' The 
deputy also said that it is neces- 
sary to increase the salaries of the 
employees and change the 
criteria for employment in the 
civil service commission and re- 
defining it on more fair basis. 


Deputy Abdul Rahim Ekour 
Irfrid 



Deputy Ekour presented a 
number of proposals designed as, 
be said, to reduce unemployment 
and poverty problems. He said 
that the government should en- 
courage projects that employ a 


greater number of people, it 
should reduce the number of 
state-owned cars given to senior 
officials and support the Audit 
Bureau in its drive to control 
government spendings. Rationa- 
lising consumption he called on 
the government to put an end to a 
situation where a senior official 
has several cars under bis disposal 
serving his household's purposes 
rather than public interests. With 
reference to the minister of fi- 
nance's statement that for the 
first time the Kingdom has been 
able to cover current expenditure 
with the domestic revenues, Mr. 
Ekour said that every one would 
be glad to see Jordan self- 
sufficient but the domestic re- 
venues the minister referred to 
came from the pockets of limited 
income groups in the form of 
additional taxes. For this reason, 
he said, the government should 
raise wages of workers while en- 
couraging the public to rational- 
ise consumption. 


Deputy Isa Al Raimouny 
Jerash 



They accused the U.N. of bias. 

On Thursday, Dr. GhaH was 
jeered and spat at in tbe streets of 
Sarajevo, the besieged Bosnian 
capital, w bat the appealed to its 
neadesls to give peace talks more 

time. 


Deputy Raimouny demanded 
that his constituency be allocated 
JD 30 million from tbe budget to 
open rural roads, build a sports 
-city, renovate ruins and develop 
recreation facilities. It should also 
construct a hotel for tourists and 
schools for students. He said that 
Jerash was in need of vocational 
training centres, dental clinics 
and various soda! services. Mr. 
Raimouny asked that Jerash be 
elevated to a govemorate level. 
He praised the government for 
giving special attention to the 
armed forces and security depart- 
ments but he said that govern- 
ment after government have 
given the people hope for better 
services without enough tangible 
accomplishments. 


Deputy Isa Mdanat 
Karak 



Deputy Mdanat criticised the 
government’s implementation of 
the agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) not- 
ing that while the imports in 1992 
were estimated as increasing by 
20 per cent over the previous 
years, in 1991 the registered by 
only three per cent. He said that 
this was one of the mam weaknes- 
ses of the IMF agreement which 
opens the door for imports which 
drains the country’s hard curren- 
cy. “The government should 
show parliament and the public 
red progress and not issue mere 
words in the struggle to deal with 
unemployment as we want prac- 
tical steps to be taken to deal with 
this chronic issue,” he said. 


Deputy Abdul Salam FreChat 
Ajloun 





Deputy Freihar said that the 
cost of living is rocketing making 


life impossible for many groups. 
He said that the government 
should put an end to merchants 
greed and monopoly and reduce 
the margin of their profits. He 
blamed the government for fail- 
ing to introduce a clear policy on 
taxation, thus failing to create an 
opportune climate for stability of 
prices. He said that the govern- 
ment's 2, 125 jobs have been filled 
unfairly and he urged the govern- 
ment to conduct an investigation, 
to prevent further rases, of cor- 
ruption and abuse of government 
office. Turning to the National 
Aid Fund (NAF), Mr. Freihat. 
said that aid should be distributed 
more fairly and not according to 
the whims of government- offi- 
cials. Regrettably, he said, the 
margin of poverty has been in- 
creasing and little has been done 
to deal with this situation. 


Deputy Ba&sam Haddadin 
Zarqa 



Deputy Haddadin bitterly criti- 
cised the financial committee for 
praising the govemment’s agree- 
ment with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) since they 
failed to pinpoint areas of weak- 
ness in public administration. 

He said that every year the 


deputies take the floor to present 
their views but the government 
does not take them into consid- 
eration. The deputy criticised the 
budget draft for what he de- 
scribed as a “deliberate overlook- 
ing of the needs of poor sector of 
society and the question of heavy 
taxes.” He noted that limited- 
income groups will, under the 
terms of the new budget, be 
paying more taxes than the rich 
which he said would further cause 
more social imbalances. 

Casting doubts about the fi- 
nance minister's figures, of eco- 
nomic growth, Mr. Haddadin 
said that while the minister claims 
that the country has achieved 15 
per cent growth at current prices 
tbe IMF experts estimate the 
growth in 1992 at no more than 
three per cent. Calling on the 
minister to resign, Mr. Haddadin 
said that Mr. Basel Jardaneh's 
budget address was void of any 
mention of the deteriorating 
levels of tbe people's living condi- 
tions and the mounting problem 
of unemployment. 


Deputy Theeb Anees 
Zarqa 

Sheikh Theeb Anees voiced 
tbe citizens’ complaints of en- 
vironmental problems in Zarqa 
govemorate resulting from fac- 
tories and the inefficiency of 
waste water treatment plants. He 
urged the government to offer 
more encouragement to factories, 
companies and productive 
societies, particularly Jordanian 
cow-breeders who face numerous 
problems every year. “We regret 
to say that some officials encour- 
age the Danish Dairy Products 
Company to use imported power- 
dered milk instead of using the 
fresh milk produced” he said. He 
also called for increasing the Zar- 
qa govemorate 's allocations from 
the National Aid Fund (NAF) 
and to make it proportionate to 
its population. “When we looked 
at the list of grants offered we 
found the allocation of some gov- 
emorates which has a smaller 
population to Zarqa at more than 
double our amount,” be said. 
The deputy also affirmed the 
need to resolve the transport 
problem in Zarqa, to allow more 
buses to operate in the govemo- 
rate and to avoid favouritism in 
granting licences to transport 
companies. 


Dr. Sa’ad Haddadin 
Madaba 



Dr. Haddadin called for the 
need to tackle important issues 
such as unemployment saying it is 
a dangerous problem that has 
serious implications on the Jorda- 
nian society. He also demanded 
the government to open new 
health centres and attribute more 
attention to communication ser- 
vices. 


Abdul Majid Al Shreideh 
Al Koura District 



Deputy Shreideh railed for 
controlling government expendi- 
ture. maintaining the stability of 
the Jordanian dinar and en- 
couraging investments and ex- 
ports. He also underlined the 
importance of tackling the prob- 
lem of unemloyment and provid- 
ing job opportunities for the un- 
employed in the public and pri- 
vate sectors. He also urged in- 
creasing salaries of the armed and 
the security forces’ personnel, 
civil servants and retired govern- 
ment employees and soldiers. In 
his speech which included 36 de- 
mands from the government. De- 
puty Shreideh called for estab- 
lishing agricultural projects on a 
cooperative basis for providing 
incentives for fanners. He also 
affirmed the need to establish 
food processing plants, agricul- 
ture training centre and agricultu- 
ral insurance funds. 

Deputy Mohammad Zaben 
Badia 

Deputy Zaben urged the gov- 
ernment to deal with the question 
of unemployment and reduce the 
margin of poverty which is now 
affecting a large sector of the 
population. He said that equal 
opportunities should be allowed 
for all in the process of filling 
government posts. He further de- 
manded that the government give 
due attention to the development 
of the Jordan’s rural regions and 
badia which he described as the 
main regions of agricultural pro- 
duction. Dr. Zaben said develop- 
ment of these areas will not be 
achieved without proriding them 
with basic services like electric 
power and water resources. 

Hammam Sa’eed 
Suweileh 

Voicing the Muslim Brother- 
hood's important role in the 
country, Deputy Sa'eed called for 
the implementation of the Islamic 
economic system rather than “in- 
ternational economic systems 
which consume the resources and 
the wealth of the Arab coun- 
tries.” He criticised “the unilater- 
al procedures carried out in draw- 
ing up economic policies without 
consulting experts in the field.” 
He also demanded that the gov- 
ernment submit private institu- 
tions’ budgets to be assessed by 
the Lower House of Parliament. 
The deputy called for the adop- 
tion of austerity measures and an 
increase in production especially 
in the field of agriculture. 


Deputy Ali Hawamdeh 

A mman 

Dr. Hawamdeh urged the 
Ministry of Health to execute the 
national health insurance scheme 
to benefit the poor. He also 
called on the ministry to upgrade 
the level of services to mother 
and child health care centres. 
Referring to the populated re- 
gions of Amman, he said that 
nearly one third of the returning 
expatriates, have settled m the 
eastern and southern areas of 
Amman. He said that tbe con- 
cerned government departments 
ought to improve and raise the 
standard of basic services to these 
people. To deal with the problem 
of poverty. Dr. Hawamdeh said 
that the National Aid Fund 
should increase the monthly 
assistance to each needy family. 

Dr. Ahmad Al Kofahi 
Irbid 



Dr. Kofahi attributed the state 
of dependence and underde- 
velopment which the country is 
living under to the abandonment 
of the Islamic method. Politically, 
the concept of the “one Islamic 
nation” should be revived. Our 
society suffers from ignorance of 
the family concept, its import- 
ance, rights and duties, regarding 
the economy. Dr. Kofahi said 
that we should embark on creat- 
ing an Islamic international stock 
market and currency unification. 
“Our mission is to go back to the 
Islamic method, it is a national, 
Islamic and human necessity,” he 
said. 

Salim Al Zou’bi 
Irbid 

Deputy Zou’bi criticised the 
draft budget pointing to the no- 
ticeable absence in giving de- 
tailed information on ail issues. 
He said that figures shown in the 
draft budget are not accurate, 
they do not cover for instance the 
expenditure on arms or the feel 
sales surplus, and the estimate of 
capital expenditure is exagger- 
ated. He said that the estimated 
decrease in the budget's deficit 
from JD 388 million to JD 54 
million is plausible, but this de- 
crease is partly due lo tbe JD 60 
million levied from returnees for 
the year 1992, which are not 
considered as constant revenues. 

The deputy warned against the 
noticeable increase in imports 
saying that this will threaten the 
country’s economy, consume its 
resources and hinder possible ex- 
pansion in local investing. 
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Growing beyond ceiling 

ONE OF THE most valid points raised during the 
ongoing debate on the 1993 draft budget is the 
argument over why the government was unable during 
the past year to make optimum utilisation of the funds 
that have come to the country in the form of savings of 
the returnees. 

Against the regular reports of increasing volumes of 
deposits and saving accounts in the Kingdom's com- 
mercial banks, one would have thought that it was only 
a matter of time before our planners came up with 
innovative ideas to divert the money into industrial 
projects which offer the double-fold benefit of contri- 
buting to self-reliance and creating more jobs. 

But then, the problem was and is a little bit more 
complex than that. Conditions attached to the econo- 
mic structuring programme agreed with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) banned commercial bank 
lendings more than JD 290 million — JD 200 million 
for the private sector and the rest for the public sector 
— during the year 1992. The lion’s share of the 
amount for the private sector was gobbled op — most 
of it for non-industrial purposes — in the first four 
months of the year, prompting the Central Bank of 
Jordan to step in and tighten the ropes. But then it was 
already too late. 

What we have in store for 1993 will not be much 
different, except of course, a little more control on 
commercial bank credits. But that is not really going to 
help serve the national objective of economic growth in 
real terms — increased industrial growth and new 
employment opportunities — especially when con- 
sidering the expected increase in 1993 imports and the 
huge number of unemployed in the country. 

Official as well as independent studies have said that 
Jordan needs several billion dollars to beef up . and 
create infrastructure projects and address the chronic 
unemployment problem. Against this backdrop any 
conditions that restrain industrial, job-creating invest- 
ments have no place in Jordanian economic planning. 

What the situation may need is a new approach to 
the IMF. Jordan has performed well in its economic 
adjustment programme, and that in itself is one of its 
strengths in tabling an argument that commercial 
bank loans should be channelled directly to industrial 
ventures which create jobs without an IMF-imposed 
ceiling. 

Granted, the IMF is least concerned about whether 
Jordan registers any economic growth or not as long as 
the international watchdog is satisfied that the King- 
dom can, sooner or later, repay its foreign debts. But 
that should not prevent Jordan From trying to gel a 
better deal suited to serve its long-term goals. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

SAWT AL SHAAB djih s.iid Monday that the Rabin government 
is in real trouble after having to face determined deportees and 
the U.N. Security Council resolution demanding their return. The 
Israelis are now exposed tn a campaign of regional and interna- 
tional condemnation for their actions' and their defiance of the 
world community s decision concerning the evictees and disregard 
of th- U N. Security Council resolutions, said the paper. It said 
that the Israeli government was acting hysterically in a provoca- 
tive manner again! the Palestinians and the world community at 
large. On the whole, the Rabin government insists on not 
benefiting from the lessons of the past and now the fact that the 
more oppressive it becomes the more determined the Palestinians 
will he to pursue the struggle for freedom. The pap*r said that 
Mr. Rabin has to realise that the iron-fist policy and the policy of 
breaking the bones of the Palestinian youth can by no means stifle 
the spirit of resistance or can stop "the intifada, continued the 
paper. It *aid ihm shelling the deportees’ camp in southern 
Lebanon would not scare the Palestinians nr force them to leave 
Ihc area for Lebanon nor can the repressive measures being 
escalated against the Palestinian people achieve that evil goal. 
The paper said that the Rabin government, which has refused to 
cooperate with the Red Cross in passing food and medicine to the 
evictees, is now trying the tactic of bombarding the camp so as to 
force its residents to lice, but this can never happen. The paper 
said the mad actions of Israel, which is subjeet to worldwide 
condemnation for its actions, can hv no means save the Rabin 
governmen t I mm the difficult position it «ot into by deciding to 
deport the l nlestmians. ft j.-.id that the Security Council should be 
held responsible for the trjg.-die. and the ills that are plaguing the 
region. r s 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic dailv said that an Arab summit 
meeting has become a necessity now in the face of the continued 
Lsraeli intransigence over the deportees question. Mahmoud 
Rimawi smd that a summit is required now to prevent Mr. Rabin 
from aborting the peace process and deponing more and more 
Arabs from their homeland. As a fact, there are 10 Arab 
countries directly or indirectly involved in the bilateral and 
multilateral peace talks with Israel, which is disregarding the 
Arab i\ non and trying to undermine the peace process, added 
the writer. He smd that the Arabs are now called on to meet for 
consultation over this dangerous situation, and the deportation 
question presents a good opportunity for the Arab leaders to 
reconcile and to meet to safeguard the higher national interests. 
TUc unter expressed dismay over the delay of a planned meeting 
hy Arab foreign ministers upon Lebanon’s call, noiine that such 
meeting is urgent to pave the ground for an Arab summit. The 
wrner viid that, the delays i,; ’.liking action can only expose ihc 
Arab ant Mamie countries weakness and their subjugation to the 
desires Ot their common en.-my. Arab leaders, he added, ought lo 
meet immediately to look into ways in force the Israelis to 
impk-mem U.N. becunty Council resolutions and save the fate of 
the Middle East peace talks. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. KJiouri 


stupidity, Palestinian violence and the smell of victory 


The recent upsurge in violence in Palestine/Israel by all concerned 
parties — the physical violence and militarism of the Palestinian 
resistance, the political violence of the Israelis, the intellectual 
and moral violence of the United States as Israel's primary 
supporter and the national self-flaggelating violence of an 
apparently pacified or disinterested Arab-Islamic World — is a 
totally natural and expected aspect of the current phase of the 
Arab-israeli conflict that should not surprise anyone. 

The two most powerful forces at work in PaJestine/Israel today 
are tsrvH stupidity and Palestinian anger. The stupid Israelis 
; v ;:siste: : revert io policies that have not only failed to achieve 
ib-ir decl.ed goals, but have also promoted increasingly hostile 
and activist Arab political sentiments. This is not new. 

Israeli stupidity goes back a long way. The Israeli policy of 
ignoring the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) or trying to 
wipe it out by assassinations and military attacks in the 1970s only 
cemented the PLO’s legitimacy as the sole legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people, and earned it widespread interna- 
tional recognition. The Israeli invasion of southern Lebanon in 
1982 was designed to destroy the political weight of the PLO and 
make the northern Israeli region safe from rocket attacks, but it 
achieved just the opposite effect. It further amalgamated the 
international diplomatic credibility of the PLO, and stimulated 
Palestinian national policies that forced the Israelis to sit 
face-to-face with a Palestinian delegation demanding national 
rights and backed by virtually- the whole world. 

Israel’s northern region is less secure now than it was before 
1982. because the provocative Israeli invasion and self-imposed 
“security zone” in southern Lebanon have only stimulated the 
growth of Lebanese political and military resistance (especially 
among Shiites), the intervention of Iran, and the creation of a 
political climate that will promote closer Lebanese-Palestinian 
coordination. Far from being a security zone, what Israel set up in 
southern Lebanon with a rag-tag army of cheapo Lebanese 
desperados should more accurately be called a “stupidity zone.” 

The Israeli policy of clamping down hard on the Palestinian 
intifada has also backfired. Far from quelling the intifada, Israel’s 
iron-fist policy has fuelled further Palestinian resistance and 
determination. The expulsion of over415 Palestinians last month, 
mostly Hamas activists or sympathisers, has helped forge a 
political reconciliation between Hamas and Fateh, giving the 
Palestinian national movement more unity and common sense of 
purpose than it has enjoyed in years. 

In the face of such sustained stupidity by Israel, we have the 
anger and activism of the Palestinians — a people whose 
century-long struggle for communal dignity and national rights is 
nothing less than heroic. The determination of the Palestinians to 
continue battling for their rights is directly proportional to the 
repeated mistakes and miscalculations of the Israelis. We need 
only compare the Palestinian national condition today against that 
of twenty years ago to see how the collective national will of the 
Palestinians continues to increase, as Israeli international support 
frays and the world's diplomatic focus is on assuring the 


Palestinians their rights under U.N. resolutions. 

Twenty years ago, the more politicised and angry elements of 
the Palestinians were engaged in hijacking airplanes and other 
acts of unconventional warfare than often spilled over into 
indiscriminate terror in Europe and other places, generating the 
opposition of most of the world. Today, the majority of 
Palestinians in Palestine are engaged in a daily street battle 
against a vicious military occupier, while the Palestinian lead- 
ership is deep into peace talks, with the support of the entire 
world. 

This long-term trend at the end of the 20th century is crucially 
important because it represents a historic reversal of the 
pro-Zionist trend that dominated the early decades of this 
century. Zionism achieved its short-term goals in Palestine — the 
state of Israel and the denial of Palestinian- Arab national identity 
and rights — because it conducted a patient, methodical campaign 
to garner human sympathy and political support among the 
world’s powers. Hitler, Nazism, and other anti- Jewish trends in 
Europe, Russia and North America helped fuel pro-Zionist 
sympathies, which the Jewish immigrants and colonial vanguard 
in Palestine further stocked with their own deeds of self- 
promoting pioneerism, courage, sacrifice, and hard work. The 
combination worked, and was aided by general international 
disregard for Arab views and positions. The flow of history and 
weight of emotionalism then were in favour of Jewish/Zionist 
aspirations. Israel was created as a physical fact. But Palestine 
was also born, if only as an idea and an identity in the hearts of 
people denied their right to live in peace and dignity. 

That historical process that gave birth to Israel and that 
dismembered Palestinian society is now being reversed. Interna- 
tional support for Israel’s existence and security is dear-cut, but it 
does not extend to Israel’s occupation of Arab lands and denial of 
Palestinian rights. International support for Palestinian rights is 
also significant, even though it is not always translated into 
diplomatic acts or political facts. Like the Zionist Jews of the 
1930s and 1940s. who projected a worldwide image of sacrifice, 
courage and profound national determination, the Palestinians 
today project this same image, espedally in their daily resistance 
and street battles of the intifada. 

As the balance and momentum of international credibility and 
sympathy are gradually redressed, and Palestinians are seen to be 
eligible for the same kinds of national rights in the 1990s that 
Zionist Jews achieved in the 1940s, the Palestinian national 
struggle will probably intensify and become more violent. Just as 
the Zionists turned to more audacious armed struggle in the 
mid-to-iate 1940s, when they sensed they were near their goals, 
the Palestinians are now in the process of doing the same thing. 

The two key supporting parties in the Palestinian -Israeli 
struggle — the United States behind Israel and the Arab countries 
behind the Palestinians — are peculiarly low-key these days. 
Whether due to exhaustion, confusion, loss of interest, or more 
pressing priorities elsewhere, both appear content to leave the 
Palestinians and Israelis to fight it our. This will see the centre of 


gravity of the Arab-israeli conflict shift away from the power 
corridors of Washington, the United Nations, and other Interna- 
tiona] centres, and back to where it started in the first place — 
among Zionist/Jewish immigrant colonisers and Paiestinian-Arab 
natives in the land of Palestine. 

This: frightens the Israelis, because they know deep in their 
beaits that the match-up between Zionism and Palestinian-Arab 
nationalism — undistorted by foreign interference — is an equal 
one. They know that in a one-to-one confrontation they will be 
fought to a draw by Palestinians whose sense of identity and will 
to fight are just as strong as those exhibited half a century ago by 
the Zionist Jews who came here from the north and west. They 
will not admit it, but the Israelis sense in their bones that the 
1990s for the Palestinians are the historical parallel of the 1940s 
for the Zionist Jews. 

Left alone to the confrontation with Zionism and Israel, the 
Palestinians will increase their use of political and military 
violence against Israelis, while conducting an increasingly soph- 
isticated diplomatic battle in the ongoing peace talks — precisely 
as the Zionists did in Palestine in the period 1945-48. or as the 
Americans did in Vietnam in the late 1960s, as everybody is doing 
in the former Yugoslavia today, or as all other parties do when 
they are engaged in serious national struggle. 

The escalating violence in Palestine — including the suffering of 
the Palestinian expellees in southern Lebanon — is a positive sign 
in historical terms, despite the negative consequences of violence 
and human suffering in the short term. It will elicit further Israeli 
stupidity, and a rather detached posture by the United States and 
the Arab countries — until the confrontation in Palestine gets so 
intense that political pressures from all sides compei Zionism and 
Palestinian-Arab nationalism to reconcile with one another once 
and for all. 

The key to success, I would suggest, is a constructive balance 
between the daily struggle on the ground in Palestine and the 
logistics of peace negotiations half a world away. Each feeds the 
other with credibility and vigour. The PLO is right to maintain its 
participation in the peace talks, even though the talks are slow 
and frustrating. The Americans want us to judge progress 
according to their criterion of two-minute television commercials 
and four-year political terms. The Israelis want us to use the 
criterion of the historical span of the Jewish people's identity and 
rights. Some leading' Arab states want us to use the criterion of 
their own regimes' increasingly fragile race against rejection by 
their own people. 

-We should refuse all of these distorted and alien values and 
maintain our faith in the indomitable combination of humanity 
and the forces of history — of a Palestinian people destined to be 
free, soon, because of the authenticity of their national and 
communal identity, the durability of their political straggle, and 
the credibility of their diplomatic posture. Keep watching the 
suddenly heightened stupidity of the Israelis. It’s a sure sign of the 
historical process at work. And who can tell us more about history 
than our Jewish cousins? 


The Arab boycott —facts and fiction 


Following is the December report 
of the London-based Council for 
the Advancement of Arab-British 
Understanding. 

THE ARAB states have oper- 
ated an economic boycott against 
the state of Israel since its found- 
ation. -Bar yeaisv pzo- Israel orga- 
nisations' have lobbied western 
governments to take actiod to 
end the boycott, and the issue has 
again been highlighted in recent 
months by intensified lobbying 
and media comment, mostly from 
individuals with a long track re- 
cord of endorsing Israeli policies 
towards the Arab World. 
Another dimension has been 
added to the anti-boycott drive, 
however, by the European Com- 
munity as a result of a call con- 
tained in die Lisbon Declaration. 

The European Council, meet- 
ing in Lisbon on June 26-27, 
1992, stated in its final declara- 
tion that it looked forward to an 
Israeli settlement halt and to 
Israel’s application of the provi- 
sions of the Fourth Geneva Con- 
vention and followed this by 
saying: "The European Co anal 
also calls upon the members of 
the Arab League to lift the 
boycott of trade to Israel, which 
is incompatible with the spirit of 
the peace process." This theme 
has since been reemphasised by 
members of the British govern- 
ment, including the prime minis- 
ter and foreign secretary. 

It is wrong in principle to link 
these issues. Israel is an occupy- 
ing power which is under an 
obligation to apply the provisions 
of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion. The establishment of Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and Golan Heights is 
clearly prohibited by Article 49 of 
the Convention, which states: 
“The occupying power shall not 
deport or transfer parts of its own 
civilian population into die terri- 
tory it occupies.” Israel’s obliga- 
tion to abide by the Fourth Gene- 
va Convention would stand 
irrespective of the state of rela- 
tions between Israel and its 
neighbours, and should not be 
seen as in any way being a matter 
over which bargaining might take 
piece. In contrast, the boycott is a 
non-violent me<ins o: pressure 
applied to Israel by the Arab 
states, none of which, apart from 
Egypt, have a peace treaty with 
it. The call for an end to the 
boycott in exchange for Israeli 
Prune Minister Rabin's measures 


to restrict settlement construction 
is, in any case, undermined by die 
fact that even the restricted ^prog- 
ramme allows for the building of 
homes which could bouse an 
additional 50,000 illegal settlers, 
as well as permitting continued 
construction in. East Jerusalem, 
the. Golan. Heights .and areas 
deemed vital to Israel's security, 
which includes the entire Jordan 
Valley. 


much of the anti-boycott 
sed on 


As 

propaganda has focus 
those aspects of it which its expo- 
nents would see as most likely to 
arouse opposition in Europe and 
the U.S., it is not siuprising that 
many people have little idea ab- 
out its scope or its purpose. The 
record needs to be set straight. 


Primary boycott 

The Arab League was not the 
first body to apply a boycott to a 
Middle Eastern community. 
From the 1920s until the founda- 
tion of Israel, the Zionist labour 
federation in Palestine, the His- 
tadrut, had sought lo enforce a 
boycott of Palestinian Arab 
labour by Jewish employers as 
well as a boycott of Palestinian 
Arab products in the market- 
place. Jewish shopkeepers who 
stocked such goods risked having 
their stores wrecked, and em- 
ployers faced mass Histadrut 
pickets if they hired Arab 
workers. 


The present-day Arab boycott 
of Israel was launched in Octo- 
ber, 1945, shortly after the estab- 
lishment of the League of Arab 
States, when Palestine was still 
under the British Mandate. The 
‘league called upon Palestinian 
Arabs to cany out an economic 
boycott of the “Zionist” popula- 
tion. This boycott call was subse- 
quently addressed to the Arab 
World as awhole. A boycott policy 
was therefore in place when the 
state of Israel was proclaimed in 
May 1948, and was then readily 
transformed into a boycott by the 
Arab World of all Israeli goods, 
and of trade in Arab goods to 
Israel. This is commonly called 
the primary boycott. 

There can be no doubt about 
the legality of this form of action 
by the Arab states. No country 
can be obliged to trade with 
another country if it does not 
wish to do so, and this fact seems 
to be recognised by Western 
countries which are critical of the 


Arab boycott. 

Many similar boycotts have 
been in force in the recent past. 
Most African countries boycotted 
South Africa over its apartheid 
policy following the 1961 Shaipe- 
ville Massacre; China long oper- 
ated a boycott. .against -Taiwan; 
the. U.S-Jbas placed an embargo 
on’ trade' 'with' Cuba' mice 1962 
and has employed similar policies 
towards Vietnam in more recent 
times. This type of boycott is a 
matter of bilateral relations be- 
tween states and its termination is 
intimately bound up with a re- 
solution of the basic issues in 
dispute between the parties con- 
cerned (such as the dismantling of 
South Africa’s apartheid system) 
or a marked change in then rela- 
tionship (such as that which 
appears to be occurring between 
China and Taiwan). As yet, con- 
ditions are not ripe for die Arab 
World to end the primary 
boycott. 

Secondary boycott 

In . April, 1950, the Arab 
League broadened the scope of 
the original boycott into areas 
which have proved more conten- 
tious. It introduced a series of 
measures which have come to be 
called the secondary boycott At 
its core was a call for the Arab 
states not to have with 

non-Arab firms whose business 
activities served to strengthen 
Israel’s economy or military 
apparatus. 

This still left some scope for foreign 
companies to engage in business deal- 
ings with Israel and also with the 
Arab World, as many firms have 
done: a walk around most super- 
markets wifi confirm that fact. 
The line between what was and 
was not acceptable to tbe Arab 
Boycott Office in Damascus has 
not been dear in the West, but 
certain activities were definitely 
regarded as a baas for putting a 
company on tbe boycott list sell- 
ing arms to Israel, maintainin g a 
bead office for Middle Eastern 
business in Israel, establishing or 
operating a factory there, allow- 
ing Israeli firms to use its patents 
or trademarks, and investing in 
Israeli companies or giving man 
technical help. Aeroplanes which 
land in Israel would not be 
allowed to fly on to an Arab 
country, and cargo ships would 
be boycotted if they were be- 
lieved to have visited Arab coun- 
tries and Israel on tbe same 
voyage. 


In an age when efforts are 
being made to reduce obstacles to 
free trade internationally these 
measures might appear out of 
step with die times, and they are 
certainly an impediment to nrmn 
wishing to dobusmess with all 
states m tbe Middle. East. But to 
see th6 primary abd ; ’secondary 

boycotts purely from aa «comv 
mic perspective is to lose sight of 
the larger picture. The boycott 
was iitiroduced to further politic- 
al objectives winch appeared per- 
fectly justified to the Arab 
World: initially, to prevent the 
establishment of a Jewish state in 
Palestine, Much went against the 
wishes of the Arab majority there 
and could only be accomplished 
at their expense. In the more 
recent past, once most of the 
Arab states had come to accept 
the idea of making peace with 
Israel upon the condition of it 
yielding up its conquests of 1967, 
tire boycott became a non-milit- 
ary means of sustaining pressure 
upon Israel to enter into a peace 
process on that basis. 

Just as it would be widely 
recognised that states cannot be 
forced to trade with other states 
against their will, it should also be 
recognised that, where a conflict 
is unresolved, states might legiti- 
mately refuse to have deahngs 
with companies which stre n gthen 
the hands of their enemies 
through their activities. But there 
are further aspects to the boycott 
for winch there would appear to 
be a weaker case and it is these 
which have received tbe most 
adverse publicity. These are part 
of the secondary boycott, but are 
often known as the tertiary 
boycott and tbe personal boycott. 

The tertiary boycott is said to 
be a boycott of firms which deal 
with blacklisted companies, and 
is sometimes believed to have 
made Anns contemplating deals 
with those they beuevea to be 
blacklisted to Back off. In fact, 
the Arab League does not ack- 
nowledge the existence of a terti- 
ary boycott. What the Boycott 
Office does do is to b lacklist 

ry non-black- 

winch have compo- 
nents made by blacklisted firms in 
them. Other goods produced by 
such firms would not be black- 
listed. 

110 $ particular measure is 
therefore less fearsome for 
businesses than its reputation, 
but must be difficult to aommister 
and involve no end of problems, 


it 

on 


especially given the scope of the 
internationalisation of the pro- 
duction of many high-tech goods. 

The complicatioiis to which this 
measure can lead were revealed 
in the late 1970s, when Palesti- 
nian-owned firms in the West 

and Gaza-Sfirip found their; um 

tradiM-oppoituiiiWcs with tife ■' Such temis today describe a wide 
of the ; Arab -Worid curtailed" mange dfr opinions. ' from out- 
' because certain of their products * spoken racists who advocate the 
were believed to contain Israeli- expulsion of all Palestinians from 


would be more Ik to 

the opposite assumption, analo- 
gous to the legal one of “innocent 
until proven guilty?” 

In any case, isn’t “Zionist” or 
“pro-Israel” too wide a categor- 
isation in these circumstances? 


made components. For some, this 
was unavoidable, given Israel’s 
stranglehold upon the occupied terri- 
tories' economy; development 
restrictions necessitated some re- 
course to Israeli products. In this 
instance, the boycott might have 
had some negative impact on the 
Israeli economy, but it certainly 
had a worse impact on the 
Palestinian economy, and this 
wou ld be one of the two areas in 
which a relaxation of the boycott 
m ig ht wisely be considered. 

The other would be the person- 
al boycott. In theory, flws aspect 
of the secondary boycott involves 
the blacklisting of firms having 
p romin ent Zionists on their 
boards, and of public figures and 
entertainers who, for example,’ 
do fundraismg for Israel or for 
Zionist institutions, or publicly 
proclaim their support for Israel. 
This raises a number of problems. 
Should a company be penalised 
because a director happens to be 
a strong supporter of the state of 
Israel, even though his political 
views might have no bearing 
upon that company’s business 
practices? An individual migh t 
indeed offend Arabs by his orner 
strong support for Israel, but 
what would be the sense in turn- 
ing such people away or giving 
them a hard time if they choose to 
rail Arab countries and might 
perhaps thereby become more 
““dCTStanding of Arab views? 

The problems don’t stop with 
die theory, however. It has often 
been claimed that this form of 
boyc ott is directed againd all 
^respective of whether 
they hold Zionist views or not. 
The Arab League insists that this 
is not so, but the criteria by which 
it makes us decisions do not seem 
dear - The Boycott Office's 
apppacb appears to be an ultra- 
cautious one: it seems to proceed 
onthe assumption that the Jewish 
people with whom it is concerned 


their homeland to 
. ile who believe in withdrawal 
m tbe lands occupied in 1967, 
an independent Palestinian state 
and talks with the PLO. Should , 
all be viewed in the same light? 
Yet how could a policy winch 
discriminated between mem be 
implemented, short of extended 
quizzing of each individual about 
his or ner views? 

Conchaioa 

Israel is fee target of an Arab 
itt because or the wrongs it 


acted upon the Palestinian 
people in turning the majority 
into refugees, taking most of then 
land ana denying mem tbe right 
to national sen-determination. 
The Arab states and the PLO 
have made a safes of concessions 
to Israel over tbe decades, and 
are committed to seeking peace 
with it. However, they reel that 
Israel demands, and then conies 
back ag a in calling for something 
else, without ever making any 
accession of substance on the 
basic issues in return. Now, with- 
out .withdrawing from the 1967 
occupied lands and South Leba- 
non, without allowing refugees 
home and without ac c e p ting the 
right of the Palestinian people to 
decide their own future, it wants 
an end to the Arab boycott. The 
Arabs are entitled to ask, “With 
what should we now negotiate?” 
The Arab boycott is an extraor- 
dinary measure, which exists only 
because of a very abnormal situa- 
tion of intense conflict. Western 
countries seeking an end to the 
boycott would be best advised to 
direct their efforts primarily at 
^curi ng an. end to the conflict 
from which it sprang. Meanwhile, 
a step by step arroroach might be 


to reduce the scope of the 

IVkiirAft c — ^.i - — ■ — a— 



. — — aspects 

jjre supporters of IsraeTraieslt ^l , M Sl t ^ ntotaket Sf pr0 ' 
has good reason to believeotiier* SJ™" “ spouse to con- 
wise. This mav be seemT crete concessions by Israel at the 


Telecom says the number’s up for nasty phone callers 


By Susan Watts 

BRITISH TELECOM IS guing 
to test a device designed to curb 
malicious and dirty calls — u 
shows the number the caller is 
phoning from, allowing custom- 
ers to choose whether to answer. 

Five hundred domestic custom- 
ers in Elgin, northeast Scotland, 
are tn lake part in a three-month 
trial of the “caller dtspii-.v" sys- 
tem from next month. 


Carol Rue, BTs network ser- 
vices development manager, de- 
scribed it as “the telephone 
equivalent of the peephole in 
your front door.” Subject to a 
successful trial, she expected the 
service to be available nationwide 
by the end of 1994. 

An add-on unit is expected to 
cost £30 to £35, or a special 
telephone about £79 to £8Q. 

Such a facility has been intro- 


duced piecemeal in ranch of the 
United States, leading to a 
dramatic fall in malicious and 
hoax calls. But there has been 
little public consultation, which 
has led to a backlash from some 
consumers and even prompted 
bans on callcr-ID services in 
some states. 

However, a recent survey in 
Britain found that more than 80 
per cent of respondents could not 
recall an occasion in the past 


three months when they would 
not have wanted their telephone 
number displayed. 

However, Sue Bloomfield, of' 
the Consumer Association’s poli- 
cy unit, said that people should 
be able to block the service, and 
opt not to have their number 
displayed. 

“It is a useful service to people 
who want more control over what 
calls they want to take, but there 


is also a privacy issue. Another 
potential problem is that com- 
panies could capture numbera 
and use them for marketing. Peo- 
ple might respond to an advertis- 
ment, and find themselves added 
to a database,” she said. 

BT promised that ex-directory 
customers would be consulted 
and they would be able to stoij 
their numbers being shown. It £ 
not yet possible for mobile and 
car telephones to make use of the 




system. 

BT plans even more services 
based on Caller Line Identity: a 
facility to ring back the last caller 
automatically — used if a tele- 

get° to it OPS J ust as you 

It might also be possible to 
^juest a different tone for busi- ^ 
™ and Personal calls, and to* 
.Programme telephones remote- 
calls to another nuBt- 
Trie Independent. 
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Generals’ autobiographies prove ‘triumph without victory’ 


By G.H. Jansen 


“To the coHqberOT the spoils,” as 
thc saying has it, and among 
those spoils is the writing or 
mwriting by. the victors of how 
their victory came about. 

So two books under review axe 
written by victorious generals in 
the 1991: Gulf war, autobiog- 
raphies of General H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, the commander-in- 
chief of “Desert Shield” ' and 
“Desert Storm,” and of Lieute- 
. pant General William G. Pago- 
ois. in overall command of the 
logistics, of those operations. 
Both books are honest enough, 
deliberately or by happenstance, 
to show how and why the gener- 
als foiled to achieve real victory. 

The books are Gen. Schwarz- 
kopfs “It Doesn't Take a Hero,” 
Bantam Press, London and Gen. 
Pagonis, “Moving Mountains," 
Harvard Business School Press, 
Boston. 

General Schwarzkopf says re- 
peatedly that .the mandate, the 
objective of the campaign he led 
was not to overthrow President 
Saddam Hussein but was limited 
simply to evicting Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait, which be achieved. 
And which is why President Sad- 
dam U still the ruler of Iraq while 
the general's commander-in- 
chief, President George Bush, 
will soon leave power — to the 
considerable discomfiture of 
George Bush and the American 
public and to the great joy of 
Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi 
people. 

This thoroughly unsatisfactory 
situation of “triumph without vic- 



Norman Schwarzkopf 

toiy,” the tide of an earlier Gulf 
war book, came about when 
Iraq's Kurdish and Shiite com- 
munities, in response to a call 
from President Bush rose in re- 
volt and had their revolt crushed 
by the divisions of the Republican 
Guard, which General Schwarz- 
kopf allowed to escape from en- 
circlement and destruction in' 
northern Kuwait on "Feb. 27, the 
final day of the 100-hour or five- 
day war. 

That 

happened because thejaws of the 


colossal xmhtaiy blunder 
ic jaws ( 

trap enclosing the Guard .divi- 


rions did not spring shut, but left 
a gap of 17 to 35 kilometres 
through which the divisions 
streamed north, past Basra, and 
into central' and northern Iraq, 
where they lived to fight another 
day against the Kurds and the 
Shiites. 

And that happened because of 


a failure of command and of 
generalship by Gen. Schwarzkopf 
and because of a failure of logis- 
tics by Gen. Pagonis. 

The unit that was to spring rite 
trap and complete the endrde- 
meut was the U.S. VH Corps 
commanded by General Fred 
Franks; it was he who was direct- 
ly responsible for foe failure to 
dose foe gap while indirectly 
responsible was General George 
Yeosock, commander of all army 
ground forces in the war theatre. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf makes 
several complaints about the dila- 
tory sluggishness of the VIT 
Corps, complaints that were 
made even by General Cohn 
Powell, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in far-distant 
Washington. But none of these 
complaints were able to get Gen. 
Yeosock or Gen. Franks moving 
forward as fast as foe situation 
demanded. 

■ On foe evening of Feb. 27, 
Gen. Schwarzkopfs duty as a 
commander was absolutely dear: 
he should have removed Gen. 
Yeosock and Gen. Franks from 
their posts and replaced them 
with generals who were ready to 
pish foe attack with all the ample 
resources, on the ground and in 
foe air, that were available. 

There was a precedent of a 
commander having to deal rough- 
ly with generals in foe middle of a 
battle that they were not pro- 
. securing vigorously. On Oct. 25. 
1942, foe attack by Gen. Mont- 
gomery’s Eighth Army on the 
German defense lines at El Ala- 


mein was faltering. At 1:30 in the 
morning Gen. Montgomery cal- 
led to his command caravan, 
parked not for from the front 
line. General Lumsden of foe 
Tenth Corps, in charge of foe 
most forward sector, and told him 
“very plainly” that if he did not 
get General Gatehouse, com- 
manding the Tenth Armoured 
Division spearheading the attack, 
to move forward forthwith, he 
would replace both Gen. Lums- 
den and Gen. Gatehouse. The 
“very plain" threat of sacking 
worked and the breakthrough 
was effected. 

But then there was more of 
that mystical quality, foe power 
of command, in foe little finger of 
the small, wizened Irishman 
Montgomery than in all the portly 
bulk of Schwarzkopf. It is a char- 
ismatic thing, one either has 
“command” or one does not: 
Gen. Schwarzkopf clearly did. 
not. 

A failure of generalship was 
partly responsible for the failure 
of Gen. Yeosock and Gen. 
Franks to dose foe gap. The unit 
they selected to fulfill this task 
was foe prestigious 1st Cavalry 
Division. On the previous morn- 
ing, of Feb. 26. this division wa> 
guarding the headquarters of the 
VII Corps well inside Saudi Ara- 
bia and 411 kilometres from the 
battle line. So to get into foe fight 
it had to make a non-stop dash of 
411 kilometres with the under- 
standable result that it was in no 
condition to move directly into 
battle the evening of Feb. 27. 


Gen. Franks dedded that “it was 
too dangerous" to do that and so 
ordered foe division to move 
early on the 28th: by that time, 
most of the Republican Guard 
divisions had slipped out of the 
tag. To handle a crack division in 
this fashion — holding it in re- 
serve far from foe battlefield until 
the very last minute — is atro- 
cious generalship, particularly 
since Gen. Schwarzkopf admits 
that Gen. Yeosock had been 
asking for it earlier on. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf gives 
another example of Gen. 
Yeosock’s dilatoriness, that is, of 
his own failure to impose his 
commanding will on this general. 
Gen. Yeosock had been 
“ordered” to seize the Safwan 
area where the ceasefire agree- 
ment with the Iraqis was to be 
signed. Two days later, Gen. 
Schwarzkopf discovered that this 
order not only was not carried out 
but had been reported as having 
been carried out: “I'd been lied 
to,” be writes. Yet, on the follow- 
ing page, he describes Gen. 
Yeosock as “a great comman- 
der,” which explains why Gen. 
Schwarzkopf himself was not a 
great commander: he was just too 
nice and kind a person. 

There was one other reason for 
this deficiency. Gen. Schwarz- 
kopf chose to command “Desert 
Storm" from the map room of the 
Saudi Defence Ministry in the 
Saudi capita] Riyadh, almost 700 
kilometres from the battlefield, 
probably because he bad every 
sort of electronic gadget and de- 


vice with which to keep in touch 
with the front. He admits that 
during foe week of the tattle he 
left the ministry building just 
twice — to go to press briefings. 
But for a zeal commander there is 
no substitute for the personal 
touch; as Shakespeare put it so 
wonderfully in Henry V. the 
scene on foe eve of foe Battle of 
Agmcourt. there was “a little 
touch of Henry in the night.” 
There was no little touch of Nor- 
man on the battlefields of “De- 
sert Storm.” 

In his book on “Hitler's Gener- 
als” the British military historian 
CoiTelli Barnett divides them into 
‘Desk Generals,” “Reid Com- 
manders” and “The Battlefront 


Generals.” Gen. Schwarzkopf 
was a desk general par excell- 
ence. but without the military 
expertise of the German group — 
such master strategists as Haider, 
Keitel and Jodi. Luce Eisenhower 
before him, Gen. Schwarzkopf 
was the managing director of a 
large military enterprise. 

To make matters worse, there 
was a direct phone line connect- 
ing Gen. Schwarzkopf with Gen. 
Powell in Washington, and they 
talked several times a day, even 
discussing foe movements of bri- 
gade. With all this long distance 
back-seat-driving, it is a wonder 
that the generals and soldiers of 
“Desert Storm” achieved as 
much as they did. 


The general would seem to be a 
good example of the "Peter's 
Principle” that persons with a 
certain competence are almost 
inevitably promoted beyond that 
level of competence. 

Gen. Pagonis' book is one long 
boast, mostly justified, of how, 
with great efficiency, he ran the 
complex logistics of the Gulf war. 
But he, too, contributed to the 
strategic failure of foe "Desert 
Storm” — the failure to encircle 
the Guards’ divisions — ■ because 
in foe crucial final two days the 
army’s overland fuel supply was 
"broken" and armoured units 
had to wait 12 to 16 hours for 
refuelling, during which time Ira- 
qi units got away. 


Deputies criticise Cabinet, voice demands 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Zoubi, warned that “violation of 
people’s right to employment and 
foe unfairness in distributing 
(work opportunities) among va- 
rious govemoraies... will frag- 
ment foe country and spread 
hatred among citizens." 

“The practice constitutes a 
blunt violation of the Gonstitu- 
. tion.” he said. 

Deputies.also criticised foe fai- 
' lure of ministries to implement 
capital investment projects allo- 
cated, in their budgets, thus de- 
nying the jobless the work oppor- 
tunities those projects would 
have created-.. . ^ 

^ Building on. a charge made by," 
r. . foe Finance Committee thabsome 1 
ministers were abusing office to 
farther their personal ambitions 
. and electoral interests, many dc- 
puties demanded foe government 
. • investigate foe issue and . bring it 
. to an immediate end. 

The National AM Fund and the 
Ministry of Social Development 
. were singled out in the commit- 
tee's report for alleged abuse of 
office and unfair allocation of 
• • funds. 

The government was also 
urged by deputies to accelerate 
administrative reforms in its “in- 
efficient” bureaucracy. 

Blaming the “economic back- 
wardness” partly “on adopting 
.the programmes of a foreign 
planner that worked for the 
building of economic systems that 
exploit our resources,” the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood bloc demanded 
that government publicise its 
agreement with the IMF. 

Other deputies reiterated their 
rejection of the IMF-designed 
measures, with one deputy claim- 
ing that IMF marks “appear in 
tiie social element of foe draft 
budget” which places the burden 
of economic reform on limited 


income people while beefing up 
the wealth of the rich. 

In what was described as a 
political statement rather than a 
technical assessment of the draft 
budget, foe Brotherhood also 
said the unsatisfactory economic 
performance of Jordan was 
rooted in “our deviation from 
God’s orders in all fields.” 

The 23-strong Woe, which said 
it views the draft budget in light 
of its religious beliefs, charged 
that foe document did not take 
into account what “God sanc- 
tioned and prohibited, adopting 
usury as one of its pillars.” 

t&V* °* £ 

iby fcDcpttte .Hamroam, Said, foe : 
Brofoerfiootf Called Tor the adop- 
tion of Islamic economic princi- 
ples it said were snperiOT to all 
other economic models. 

“Economists and statesmen in 
our countries have tried different 
(economic) systems except one 
and what were the results? Pover- 
ty increased; unemployment 
spread," and independence was 
threatened, said the Brother- 
hood, the only bloc in the House 
to deliver a collective speech. 

“(These policies) made the 
country a follower of the IMF, 
which represents the capitalistic 
greed and the colonial hatred,” 
the Brotherhood said in its fiery 
seven-page speech. 

The Brotherhood criticised the 
government for “withholding” 
economic information from the 
House, disabling it from practi- 
cally reviewing its economic per- 
formance and budgets. 

Echoing calls for foe convening 
of a national conference on the 
economy, the Brotherhood said 
tiie positive economic perform- 
ance in 1992 was due to tempor- 
ary factors such as increased con- 
struction and the investment of 


foe returnees from the Gulf and 
not to the economic reform prog- 
ramme. 

■ Like other members of the 
House, the Brotherhood deman- 
ded administrative reforms, more 
fairness in allocating employment 
opportunities, a bait to new taxes 
and channelling investment to 
productive sectors of foe eco- 
nomy. 

The Brotherhood also deman- 
ded that finandally-inde pendent 
government institutions and 
agencies be included in the 
budget so that they can be check- 
ed by the legislative authority. 

Despite the severe criticism of 
thejdraft. budget, hoY?pver, gov- 
ernment sources and parlia- 
mentarians expected the budget 
to be passed by the House. They 
pointed out that many deputies 
were addressing their constituen- 
cies and beginning their reelec- 
tion campaigns. 

The House will resume its dis- 
cussion of the budget Tuesday, 
with 21 deputies registered to 
speak and House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat warning deputies 
to prepare “for a long day.” 


‘Rabin preparing Golan pullout plan’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

President Hafez A1 Assad, 
Tehran Radio said. 

Mr. Rafcanjani. quoted by the 
radio, said Iranian and Syrian 
views were dose in all areas but 
added: 

“As we said from the start 
nothing will be achieved from 
negotiations and the legitimate 
struggle of the oppressed people 
of Palestine against the Qods- 
occupying regime (Israel) should 
continue until fall restoration of 
their rights.” 

Tehran-Damascus cooperation 
can “thwart dominationist de- 
signs of world powers.” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani said. 

1 Mr. -iChaddam- arrived in 
Tehran Sunday to attend the 
biannual meeting of a joint com- 
mission which aims to promote 
economic and political ties be- 
tween foe two countries. 

His high-ranking delegation in- 
dudes Foreign Minister Farouk 
A1 Sharaa. 

He said upon arrival that 
another principal aim of his visit 
was to mediate political and ter- 
ritorial disputes that have maned 
Iran's ties with its Gulf Arab 


neighbours and with Egypt. 

Egypt has accused Iran of 
backing Muslim fundamentalists 
who have engaged in attacks 
against foreigners, and Iran 
galvanised foe Gulf Arabs against 
it in September by annexing Abu 
Musa, a Gulf island shared with 
foe United Arab Emirates since 
1971. 

But one of Syria's main con- 
cern vis-a-vis Tehran is Iran's 
reaction to Syrian negotiations 
with Israel. 

Iran’s vice president. Hassan 
Habibi, said in a meeting with 
Mr. Khaddam Sunday that the 
United States was “trying to cre- 
ate tension in Islamic countries to 
.. overshadow the issue of Pales- 
tine,” the Islamic Republic News 
Agency reported. 

The agency, reported Mr. 
Khaddam as saying he agreed 
that “the presence of colonialists 
in Islamic countries was aimed at 
sowing discord and dividing Mus- 
lims.” 

Tehran Radio did not say 
whether Mr. Khaddam and Mr. 
Rafsanjani discussed Iran’s dis- 
pute with foe Gulf states or ten- 
•sions between Iran and Egypt. 


Fateh and Hamas agree to cooperate 


(Coutfaned from page I) 

Israel's expulsion of ‘415 of its 
supporters and sympathisers to 
South Lebanon. Mr. Arafat was 
considered to be in a bind and 
was being urged by his colleagues 
to open a dialogue with Hamas. 
Hamas had insisted that the PLO 
chief apologise for comments he 
made in October in which he 
compared Hamas to the hardline 
Zulu movement in South Africa. 


But the expulsion of the bulk of 
its leadership in the occupied 
territories weakened Hamas’s 
position considerably and many 
observers believe the group had 
no choice except to open a dia- 
logue with the PLO immediately. 

An extraordinary all- 
Palestinian conference was held 
in Tunis late last month under foe 
chairmanship of Mr. Arafat to 
discuss the plight of the 415 ex- 


pellees. the largest number of 
Palestinians to be expelled since 
foe 1967 war. 

Hamas attended those talks * 
upon receiving an invitation and 
pressed for immediate action 
which included a Palestinian pull- 
out from foe peace talks with 
Israel. 

So far foe PLO has refused to 
do so. While foe PLO is not 
officially “allowed" to participate 
in the peace talks it directs the 
peace negotiators and is privy to 
their every move and decision. 


Front leader urges independents’ return 


(Confamed from page I) 

members to elect an independent 
Islamist to the prestigious post of ‘ 
speaker of the consultative 
assembly. 

'They can only gain if they 
return and forget the sad events 


of last week,” foe source said 
adding that at least two of the 
resigned members. Raef Najim 
and Zuhair Abul Ragheb, would 
be elected to the executive com- 
mittee if they changed their 
minds. 

It was not clear Monday 


whether the independents would 
accept the LAF offer. However, 
some sources close to them main- 
tained that even if some of them 
returned to the LAF. “the two 
ministers — Minister of Munici- 
palities Abdul Razzaq Tbeishat 
and Minister of Justice Yousef 
Mbaideen — will definitely stay 
away.’’ 


‘Collaborator’suspected of killing 


(Coq tftmed from page 1) 

one or more “collaborators” 
attacked the agent of the Shin 
Bet, which plays a major role in 
controlling the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Police believed the suspect was 
linked to Hamas, whose members 
were among the 415 Palestinians 
expelled to Lebanon last month 
after six fatal attacks on Israeli 
soldiers. 

Israeli media speculated that 
Sunday's slaying was Hamas' re- 
sponse to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's reported remark Sunday 
that foe expulsions dealt a major 
blow to fundamentalist groups. 

The mass circulation Yedioth 
Ahronoth daily said in its edito- 
rial that “an hour didn't go by 
and he (Rabin) was given reason 
to regret” his statement. 

The daily Hadashot reported 
foe main suspect in Nahmani's 
slaying was apparently from foe 


Bethlehem area in foe occupied 
West Bank. 

It quoted an unidentified Shin 
Bet agent as saying it was no 
surprise that a collaborator would 
turn on his controller, adding that 
“work in Arab territory is similar 
to entering a snake pit, you never 
know where the blow will come." 

Isr».’ Radio reported that 
several family members of the 
suspect were arrested overnight, 
but police would not confirm such 
arrests- 

In Lebanon, the evictees’ 
spokesman, Gaza physician 
Abdul Aziz Rantisi, said Nahma- 
ni’s killing “proves that the expul- 
sion of doctors, engineers and 
professors has not provided 
security to the Israeli people.” 

Dr. Rantisi accused the Shin 
Bet of “luring Palestinian youths 
into such dirty habits as drug- 
taking and adultery in order to 
make into such dirty habits as 
drug-taking and adultery in order 


to make them collaborators with 
foe occupier." 

it was foe 'first time in at least 
ten years that a Shin Bet man was 
killed in the course of duty, secur- 
ity sources said. 

The Shin Bet is Israel's eyes 
and ears in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. It controls 
many aspects of the lives of the 
1.75 million Palestinians there, 
from approving who can work in 
Israel to fighting Palestinian 
groups. 

It has been accused by Palesti- 
nians and human rights organisa- 
tions of torturing Arab prisoners 
under interrogation. 

The Shin Bet has also been 
repeatedly accused of pressuring 
youths into informing by offering 
rewards for them or for family 
members imprisoned by foe au- 
thorities. 

The service is widely feared by 
Palestinians, and fanner Shin Bet 
official Re uven Hazak predicted 
Nahmani's killing would damage 
the force’s deterrence. 


Shaath sees Israel’s way out of crisis 


(Continued from Page 1) 

ground rules of the folks “saving 
tone that is wasted by absolutely 
ridiculous proposals being put 
. forward by Israel.” 

. r Israel should also accept that 
the Geneva conventions, which 
protect human rights in territories 
seized in war, applied to the West 
- Bank and Gaza Strip. 

• “The peace process is not in 
; .doubt- What is in doubt is when 
we are going to resume it.” Dr. 
Sha ath said. 

Lebanon said Monday that 
Arab states would ask the U.N. 
.for a mechanism and a timetable 
for the return of foe Palestinians. 

The evictees, trapped with lit- 
.• tie food and dean drinking water 
a an icy make-shift camp be- 
tween Lebanese and Israeli front- 
hoc* in southern Lebanon, began 
organising for a long stay. 

The killing of an Israeli secret 
policeman (see separate story), 
they said, proved the Jewish state 
was. wrong to expel them as it 
showed that foe expulsions had 
failed to curb foe five-year-old 
revolt against Israeli rale in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 


Strip. 

Frirci 


sign Minister Paris Boucz 
tofcf foe Voice of Lebanon radio 
that Arab League foreign minis- 
ter* meeting in Cairo next Mcra- 
-dsy would call on the security 
eoradl to draw up a timetable 
- Htdnucbansnr to implement its 
-retafatiofl 799. 


The resolution demands that 
Israel arrange for the immediate 
and safe return of the Palesti- 
nians, dumped in South Lebanon 
force week* ago. 

Mr. Boucz said international 
law required that Israel as the 
occupying force should “shoulder 
the responsibility for the safety 
and security of the citizens under 
occupation.” Israel says the 
Palestinians are in Lebanese 
territory. 

Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
Ai Hariri said Monday he would 
never tack down on fus refusal to 
allow the Palestinians into 
government-controlled territory 
— even if some died. 

The Palestinians say they sup- 
port the Lebanese stand and will 
remain in the camp until Israel is 
forced to take them tack. 

The Palestinians accused Israel 
of trying to push them into 
Lebanese government-held terri- 
tory by shelling foe terrain sur- 
rounding their camp. 

The evictees’ spokesman, Gaza 
physician Abdul Aziz Rantisi, 
said the evictees had asked sym- 
pathetic villagers not to smuggle 
food to them so they will notbc 
hurt by the Israeli shelling. 

The evictees themselves have 
lately been bringing in their sup- 
plies, including calves and tinned 
food, from nearby villages con- 
trolled by the pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
iah. 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAfS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAINAR A SONS 

Jin. 604676 604696 




| CROWN 
INT’L ES T. 
Packing, shipping, j 
! forwarding, storage, 1 
clearing, door-to-door §§ 
service ^ 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12J0-3.30 pm 
7 . 30 -T 1 30 pm 

Altar the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


:• 659519 669520 




fo il ( JUjl 4 3*J— 
KiS CORE PQB Ona SERBS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN— 

* Kais Dryclean, 1 Hr. Service 
■fr Shoes repair * Engraving 
■it Keys Service 

☆ Upholstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 





4 RENT & SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details; 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 



£ 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT! 

Spatial Chinese Foods 
SkSted Chinese Chefs 

|Qaea 1130330 A 6M-11-J0 

Taka away h avaBaHa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 
TeL 661922, Amman 

Once Tested 
jq i, ahwpsLCwed 
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CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\. 6:30 - Midnight y 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is j 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



Trio Krisola 

AT. tTffAIMA WAR 

830 pm - 130 am. 


« Jf 




CHINA 
HOUSE 

Restaurant 


ymrtl l OaaII 

' 120 

Authentic 

Chinese dtehes, 
from afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
Prqared by ow 
rw«w» chefs 
Open daiy for 
lunch S dinner 
Tike my ante 
Jabal Ai Hussain 
Mrasky.of Trade 
& Industrial fid. 

B UBS 


Car-Rental 

Pick up-defivery 


8:00 - 24: 




Every great city in thg world has its China 
Town and Ammaiijnow has its own. 


•l' A 


CHm 

Town 

f^eitcuiranl 


Where you can egfeSMbe most exquisite 
Chinese dinner. 

„■ 

. Banqu^^^ij^^rvice 

All China 

'* j* >■ r 

at Hotel 

Tel. 674205' oTBTCTfT'- ext 633B 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAirOTEL 

iUj«|I|I= 


Amman -TeL 668193 — 
P. 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


iwi 


French 



Euisinc 


RESERVATION 


TEL 819564 
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AranL\a Sanchez Vicario 


Spain beats Switzerland 
in Hopman Cup 


PERTH (AP) — Brother-sister combination Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario and Hmilio Sanchez scored hard-fought singles victories 
Monday. lifting Spain past defending champion Switzerland in the 
quarterfinals of the Hopman Cup team tennis tournament at the 
Burs wood Superdome. 

Sanchez Vicario downed Manuela Mafeeva-Fragniere 1-6, 6-0, 6-3 
and her older brother then fought back from the brink to defeat 
Claudio Mezzadri 4-6, 6-3. 7-6 (7-5). 

The Spaniards will face either the Czech Republic or Australia in 
the semifinals. They are aiming to become die first team to win the 
Hopman Cup twice, after bearing John McEnroe and Pam Shriver of 


the United States in the final three years ago. 

Monday's victory reversed a seminfinal loss to Switzerland last 
vcfrr. Spain is seeded third this year and Switzerland eighth. 

Sanchez vicario made a disastrous start against Maleeva-Fragntere. 
But recovered to win 12 of the last 15 games as her powerful 
g rounds trokes put her in total command. 

The little Spaniard is more willing than in previous years to come 
to -the net — and her aggression paid dividends against a less 
adkemurous opponent. 

"It is good that I now have the ability to vary my game if one tactic 
is not working." she said. 

She also beat Maleeva-Fragniere in the semifinals of the.1992 U.S. 
Open. 

Etmlio Sanchez was twice -within two shots of defeat against 
Mezzadri. a late replacement for Jakob Hlasek and ranked only 98th- 
in the world. 

Mezzadri led 5-4 and was 15-3Q on Sanchez’s serve in the 1 0th 
game of the final set and also led 5-4 in the tiebreaker. Both times 
Sanchez served superbly to get out of trouble. 

”1 hope the rest of the year is not like that," Sanchez said. "Those 
matches are very good for you mentally — if you win them.” 

The fourth-seeded U.S. team of Malivai Washington and Mary Joe 
Fernandez faced the fifth-seeded French combination of Guy Forget 
and Nathalie Tauzial later Monday in the second quarterfinal. 

Tuesday's quarterfinals will pit the top-seeded German pair of 
Graf and Michael Stich against Ukraine and the No. 2 seeded 
Czech Republic team against unseeded Australia. 

The tournament is sponsored by Pepsi. It offers a first prize of 
Slu5.H0u and continues through Friday night. 

It is one of a series of leadup events before the Australian Open 
J.in. 18-31 at the National Tennis Centre in Melbourne. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bills complete biggest comeback in NFL 
history 


NEW YORK (AP) — Frank Reich threw five second-haifTD 
passes and Steve Christie kicked a 32-yard field goal 3:06 into 
overtime to complete the greatest comeback in National Football 
League history. Giving the Buffalo Bills a 41-38 victory over 
Houston oilers in the first round of the playoffs. Without injured 
quarterback Jim Kelly and running back Thurman Thomas, Reich 
rat'ied the Bills from a 35-3 deficit early in the second half at home 
to reach next week's AFC divisional playoff game against the 
Pittsburgh Sleelcrs. It was a day for comebacks as Philadelphia 
rallied from a 20-7 deficit in the third quarter to beat the New 
Orleans Saints 36-20 and send the Eagles to meet the Dallas 
Cowboys in the second round of the NFC playoffs. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


HIGH ROAD OR LOW ROAD? 
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niTer good play for a grand slam or 
piHir play fur 12 tricks. With first or 
•Wind-round wnlrol in i*very suit, 
there was nu need to check on aces, 
s» South eot to the small slam via 
the direct mute. 

West led the king of clubs and 
continued with the queen. The slam 
looked like it was laydown until de- 
clarer led a trump to the jack and 
Ea>n discarded a club. Now declar- 
er's fourth diamond became a bit of 
a problem. 

The simple way to avoid o loser in 
the suit was to hope for a 3-3 split, 
or that the jack would fall double- 
Ion— a of) percent proposition. 
8li«htlv inferiur was to cash a high 
diamond in hand and then finesse 
the l*n. which Offered only a 51 
percent probability. 

The best chance was a dummy 
reversal: that depended on clubs 
breaking no worse than 6-3— a bet- 
ter than 9U percent prospect. De- 
clarer simply ruffed another club in 
hand and drew trumps, discarding 
the fourth diamond on the fourth 
round of trumps. That gave declarer 
four trump tricks, two club ruffe and 
three tricks in each red suit for a 
total nf 12 tricks. 


Maradona and Baresi make 


New Year red card headlines 

LONDON (R) — Seville’s Barcelona beat Celta 2-0. while 

troublesome Argentine Diego Deportivo galloped to a 3-0 win * 


LONDON (R) — Seville’s 
troublesome Argentine Diego 
Maradona and AC Milan super- 
sweeper Franco Baresi were sent 
off at the weekend as the Italian 
and Spanish leagues made a bad- 
tempered start to the New Year. 

Maradona complained he had 
been victimised after being sent 
off for portesting over two penal- 
ties awarded to Tenerife, who 
beat Seville 34). 

“I will swear on my daughters 
that the referee was badly dis- 
posed to me throughout the 
match," Maradona said. 

“With this referee yon didn’t 
know what was going on ... he 
never let me speak," the former 
Argentine captain said. 

Compatriot Juan Pizzi con- 
verted both penalities bat he too 
received two yellow cards and 
was sent off just before Marado- 
na. 

Seville also lost midfielder 
Marcos de La Fuente with two 
bookings. 

Seville's coach Carlos Bilardo 
said: “At 2-0 it turned into a real 
shambles. Diegcfwas sent off and 
I told my lads to calm down 
because I could see a whole chain 
of expulsions ahead and that 
would have been damaging." 

Real Madrid’s late goals, which 
gave them a 3-0 victory over 
Osasuna despite a lacklustre per- 
formance, changed the mood of 
an angry crowd, who spent the 
first half whistling. 

The victory kept them in third 
place, two points adrift of arch- 
rivals Barcelona and three behind 
leaders Deportivo Coruna. 


Barcelona beat Celta 2-0. while 
Deportivo galloped to a 34) win 
over Espanol with a hat-trick 
from Brazilian Jose Bebeto. 

B area’s dismissal in the fifth 
minute of their 1-0 away win over 
AS Roma made little difference 
to the high-flying Italian cham- 
pions, who established a League 
record of seven away wins in a 
row and have gone 49 League 
games without defeat 

The win leaves them eight 
points dear of second-placed city 
rivals Tntemazionale. 

Dutchman Ruud Gullit was 
hero of the day for Milan, scoring 
their goal with a brilliantly strode 
29th minute voQey. 

Gullit praised the team’s ability 
to adapt their game and fill the 
void left by Baresi, dismissed for 
bringing down an opponent in a 
goalscoring position. 

“This was a win that was work- 
ed out, thought out and studied. 








\ 
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Argentinian soccer s tar Diego Maradona (right) in action for Ids 
Spanish 'team Seville (AFP photo) 

rve 2-2 home draw with Parma in card for a serious foul, swiftly 


We have shown that in soccer, at ‘ which Juventus twice came from 
certain levels, you have to be able behind to equalise. Unhappy 


to everything,” said Gullit. 

In Florence, Fforentina’s 1-0 
home defeat by Atalanta was 
enough to precipitate the sacking 
of coach Gigi Radice. 

Following a dispute in the dres- 
sing room between Radice and 
Vittorio Ceccbi Gori. son of the 
Fiorentina president Mario Cec- 
cfai Gori, the dub issued a brief 
statement confirming radice’s dis- 
missal. He bad been with Fioren- 
tina since mid-way through last 
season. 

Giovanni Trapattoni of Jnven- 
tus ' was another coach under 
pressure following an unimpress- 


followed by Beienenses's goto for 
a second bookable offence. 


Juventus fans noisily voiced their 
criticism. 

Bad temper spilled into the 
Portuguese League too, with four 
players sent off during Benfica's 
1-1 draw at Lisbon rivals Be- 
lenenses. 

Belenenses winger Jose Taho 
was first off in the 54th minute 
after a foul on a Benfica defen- 
der. The visitors were reduced to 
10 some 20 minutes later when - 
midfielder Paulo Sousa was dis- 
missed following a foul on Adal- 
bert© Soares. 

Benfica substitute Antonio 
Pacheco was then shown a red 


a second bookable offence. 

AEK remain undefeated 


Defending champion and 
league-leader AEK of Athens 
Sunday clinched a narrow 14) 
victory at home over Edessaikos 
to remain undefeated after 16 
rounds in the Greek Hist Divi- 
sion Soccer League. 

In other major games, Olym- 
piakos of Piraeus beat Corintbos 
3-1 away to maintain a firm bold 
on second place and Panatbi- 
niakos of Athens defeated Doxa 
34) in tbe northern town of Dra- 


Graf makes adjustments to her game; 


Novotna aims for career breakthrough 


PERTH (AP) - Steffi Graf bas 
won 69 career angles titles and is 
the current Wimbledon cham- 
pion. Monica Seles, however, is 
firmly in charge as world No. 1 
and that means Graf has iu 
change her game. 

For Jana Novotna, it's time. 
The athletic Grech player is tired 
of being near the top in women's 
tennis. 

Novotna enters her eighth year 
on the women’s tour still seeking 
her first Grand Slam title. De- 
spite being a regular in the quar- 
ter and semifinals of the sport's 
biggest events — fthe 24-year-old 
still has to maJce,a 'major break- 
through. ‘ ‘ 

She came closest in V?9T, when 
she was beaten by Monica Seles 
in the Australian Open final. 

Graf said Monday that she and 
coach Heinz Guenthardt had 
been working on a variety of 
adjustments to her strokes. 

‘Technically, there are some 
changes to my game," she said. 
“Heinz bad some new ideas, 
some specific tilings I needed to 
look at." 

Graf wants to work the ball 
down the lines more and to move 
into the net more than she has 
throughout a career built on base- 
line supremacy. 

“I also want to change the pace 
and direction of some of my 
serves — and tbe same with my 
backhand," she said Monday 
while preparing for the season- 
opening Hopman Cup. in which 
die is partnering Michael Stich. 


“I want to translate practice 
into matches — after that the 
results will come." 

Graf bad to pull out of last 
year’s Hopman Cop with a rubel- 
la virus that eventually forced her 
out of tbe Australian Open and 
sidelined her for almost three 
months. 

At 23, the German has won 
each of the Grand Siam cham- 
pionships at least twice and has 
nothing left to achieve in terms of 
titles. 

“But my motivation b stiU 
strong." I’m working veiy bard," 
she said. 

Graf .says regaining her.No.~l 
‘^spot fron^ Seles e. not Heir prior- 
■jity. She„ denies seTfing .spedf\c 
goals. 

“It would be great, but I’m 
looking at it at the moment," she 
said of the No. 1 spot. 

“I’ve won everything that’s 
possible — but I stiU need to 
satisfy myself.” 

Graf said tbe Hopman Cup 
teams event, in which she and 
Stich will face the Ukraine team 
of Andrei Medvedev and Natalia 
Medvedeva in the quarterfinals 
Tuesday, is the ideal-way to start 
a New Year and prepare for the 
Australian Open. 

“It is a perfect way to start 
practicing. You get tbe best possi- 
ble preparation and the matches 
that you need," she said. 

Ironically, the Hopman Cup is 
one of the few titles to elude her. 

She and Patrick Kuhnen were 
beaten in the semifinals four 


years ago and the illness robbed 
her and Boris Becker of the 
chance of victory last year. 

She and Stich practiced 
together at tbe U.S. Open last 
year but never have played mixed 
doubles together. 

. “I like Michael and Tm sure 
we’U have a lot of fun." she said. 

. Novotna looks fitter this year 
-than ever before and has been 
moving particularly well in prac- 
tice for the Hopman Cup — her 
first tournament of tbe season. 

Novotna finished 1992 strongly 
- after being sidelined following an 
; operation on; .a cyst on her left 
ijjkjiee, -and b , currently tanked 
*pl0th. foiin places down from Jier 
.“ .carper High. : a: 1 
• The. powerful right-hander has 
been working with coach Hana 
, Mandlikova throughout the 
Christmas holiday period in a bid 
to have an advantage over her 
rivals in the Australian Open, 
which starts Jan. 18 in Mel- 
bourne. 

“It is always the best time of 
the year to work hard and be 
ready,” she said. 

Novotna once said she did not 
feel she belonged in the top 10. 
Now she has put together five 
career singles tides and 37 dou- 
bles titles and says she’s ready to 
move “to the next level.” 

Novotna has beaten every top 
10 players during her career, with 
the exception of Martina Navrati- 
lova. 

“I think I will have opportuni- 
ties this year, but I don’t like to 


talk about it too much because 
then maybe it won’t happen," she 
said. 

Many tennis insiders believe 
Novotna has to toughen np men- 
tally. 

“There is no doubt that Novot- 
na has the ability to win major 
titles." says Wendy Turnbull, a 
former top 10 player and now 
media commentator. 


“She has tremendous natural 
ability, but she has to realise she 
is on her own out there and to 
learn to solve her problems on 
court, instead of looking to her 
coach every time .she has a diffi- 
cult moment'.^/^i. ; _ ; 

“She is. AJamendous athlete, 


though, and her volleying ability 
is second to none.” 


Novotna herself realises she 
has to develop a killer instinct. 

“Your opponent is your 
enemy,” she said in a recent 
interview. “If you are too nice, 
you can never make it to the 
top." 


Novotna and Petr Korda repre- 
senting the new C^ech Republic 
in the Hopman Cup teams event 
following tbe split with Slovakia. 

“There have been so many 
changes," Novotna said. “It is 
exciting playing for the first time 
for tbe new republic. I don’t think 
I will feel that different — but Fm 
definitely proud." 

Novotna and Korda face the 
Australian pair of Wally Masur 
and Nicole rrovis in the Hopman 
Cup quarterfinals Tuesday. 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY S, 1993 . 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CanoS to&m Pout* 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
have a day when you can purchase 
articles of beauty that h3ve to do 
with your desire to add art. colour 
and culture to your surroundings. 
Let your romantic interest know 
you enjoy their companionship. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
in touch with whatever partners or 
associates you have vital contact 
with and come to a new under- 
standing of your goals and methods 
for- success. 


- l r T_ « y- 

of* more valuable sod 

the effort to do so by 

good taste, judgment. >/;.:< i 

LIBRA: (September 23 

22) Your own charm 

needs w have a booster omvM 

spare moments this day to 
you can to e ff e ct ua te tea 
while purpose. ' /i 

SCORPIO: (October 23 fotina* 
her 21) A day for you to spend 
much time as possible a — 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
day to get into the activities which 
you most enjoy for you can pro- 
duce excellent results by applying 
your own skills and standpoints. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to forget worries and anxieties 
and get Into the pleasures and 
amusements that appeal most to 
you with your most congenial com- 
panions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A fine day to add whatev- 
er will bring more charm ami 
attractiveness to your own resi- 
dence and so there is more har- 
mony with your household. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
best activity is now in the outside 
tasks and with usual companions so 
get off with them and do the things 
mutually enjoyable to ah con- 
cerned. 


whatever is mysterious or 
for you to understand arwTj fte catt 
get "the right answers. '■■■,- 

SAGITTARIUS: (November ^ to 
December 21) You would be wbe 
to do or say nothing today or 
tonight that could upset we of 
whom you are fond and wfcokto 
been a good friend to you.' 


CAPRICORN: (December 2Z Vy 
January 20) If yoa go out a tbe 
world of action today be un* that 
you do norhmg that can in anyway, 
lessen your name and standing m 
your community. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebrtt* . 
ary 19) You are on the verge of. 
some new and interesting under- 
takings but if they are to be suc- 
cessful it is necessary you be better 
informed about them. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about the little things 
you can do to make your possessi- 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your hunches are way out of 
Hoe today to rely more upon your 
considerate judgment than what 
your instincts now tell you and you 
avoid a mistake. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



‘I’m making up better Monopoly cards 
— Get Out of Chores, Go Directly . 
to Sofa, Collect 1 0 Kisses...” 


JumWes: BBGE FACET BECALM HIATUS 


Answer What he had to do whan ho neglected Ws piano 
- lesson— FACE THE MUSIC 


THE Daily Crossword 


by James Barricfc 


ACROSS 
t Political contest 
5 Draws on 
9Lat abbr 

13 Yearn 

14 Of an araJc 


15 Yefow-green 
Color 

16 Household 


19 Energy 

20 Originate 

21 Fists 

22 Boob and inner 
24 — Hawkins Day 
28 Pancakes 

28 Raison d' — 

29 Deck hem 

32 01 heating 

33 LAe some 
pot ato es 

34 — Magmn 

35 Writer Levin and 
others 

36 Weds 

37 Radicle 

38 Operated 

39 Something 
ridiculous 

40 Throb 

41 Hoary 

42 — bean 

43 FUr bearers 

44 There! 

46 ” — Grows n 
Brooklyn" 

47 Mountain ridge 
49 Fruits 

51 Hundredweight 
abbr. 

54 Certain artist 

57 — dolt 

58 Delay 

59 Ossicle 

60 Crystal gazer 
81 Ernie or Gomer 
62 DHetumish 


aau 

maa 

!■■ a 


■■■ an 


anu 


Trfttfw MMa Stnu, or 


■■■ ai 
■■ ai 


DOWN 

1 FUe 

2 Uppermost 
point 

3 Fun. cited 


authority 

4 Sniggler’e catch 

5 Prth heknets 


6 Range m Europe 

7 Holy land 

8 — Lanka 

9 Boredom 
IQRsHroad 

employes 

11 Toward shelter 

12 Arithmetic word 

14 R0dUC83 

17 Sticker 

18 Did sums 

23 Arrow poison 

25 War deity 

26 Mubarak's City 
27 Countrified 

28 Evergreen 
genus 

30 Notched, said of 
leaves 

31 Musical sounds 
33 Stiffness 

38 imprison 
37 Rustic 

39 Ad circular 
48 Zoroastrtan 
43 PUfer 

45 Aquatic mammal 


Satorfays Puzzle Solved: 


RSISH Hanra nnnnfi 

HnaQnnanntnRRno 

farlrar. n P 0H OClfluTJg 

gnonn, cnata nmnn 
BOGGnm cinrsn ncifi 
frria nnn 
nnHSS 0naciR cnnnn 

nnSHH ansa nsw* 
ponnn nncin 
unonn nnnm none 


48 Generous 52 Trawtod 1* ^ 

SS^° ,bBes sctfnnateeuai. 
50 Type type; abbr. seSpwttarg^ 
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ULS. Denar In hutnatwHnl Markets 



Cwxrncy 



Tcbyo 

Cfc* 

,w 4/1/7993 

MwKHfc 

Ctoac 

^ 31/12/m 
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1.5105 

1.6323 

1.6204 

1.4748 

\mm 

5.5 660** 

5.5275 

124.90 

IISEHil 


1.2075 


World Bank finds Swiss 
incomes to be highest 


GCC states earn $75.2b 
from oil exports in 1992 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Swiss are the -world's top wage 
earners and Japanese babies bom 
in 1991 can expect to live the 
longest, according to the World 
Bank. 

The bank’s 25th annual report 
says Swiss residents earned the 
equivalent of $33,510 a year in 
1991, compared with $22,560 for 
U-S. residents. 

The United States ranked 10th 
in per capita eanrims, behind Switzerland. 



European Currency Unit 70.00 
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3 MTH5 

IIjjTgi 

3.37 

3.56 

0.75 

6.62 

2.62 

2.12 

5.21 

5.62 

11.25 

10.62 

3.75 

3.68 

70.00 

9.93 
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Lnxembonrg. Japan, Sweden, 
Finland, Norway. Denmark. 
West Germany and Iceland. 

The bank calculates its wealth 
comparisons by taking a country's 
entire gross domestic product and 
dividing by the population — 
rather than attempting to break it 
down by average wages or some 
other narrow measure. 

The report published last 
week, covers 1991; some statistic- 
al comparisons use data from 
earlier years. 

As to life expectancy, babies 
born in Japan in 1991 could ex- 
pect to live to age 79, compared 


with 76 for babies bom in the 
United States, which ranked 11th 
in the longevity measure. 

Americans consumed an aver- 
age of 3,671 calories per day — 
behind an average consumption 
of 3,825 calories in Greece and 
3,778 in Ireland. Ethiopia was 
last at 1,667 calories. 

The latest report puts a new 
emphasis on people and the en- 
vironment. - The World Bank', 
founded at the end of World War 
n, has 172 member countries. Its 
publication indudes statistics on 
200 nations. 

The poorest countries are in 
Africa, where the average yearly 
income — again measured with 
total gross domestic product — is 
$70 in Mozambique, $100 in 
mainland Tanzania and $120 in 
Ethiopia.' 

Overall, the report lists 56 
areas, from Argentina to Zam- 
bia, where the average income 
declined between 1960 and 1991. 

Illiteracy runs high among men 
and women of all ages in Africa 
— 70 per cent in Chad, 61 per 


Metal 

USD/Oe 

JD/Cra 

Silver 

3.66 

o.os 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.2739/44 

1.6320/30 

1.8320/40 

1.4730/35 

33.51/55 

5.580/85 

1497/1504 

124.86/91 

7.1295/395 

6.9700/870 

63300/400 

1.5038/48 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish jowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $329.40/329.90 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

FOR A PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

To work in community programmes for the disabled in different 
places in the country, under the auspices of the Hussein Society 
for the Physically Disabled in cooperation with the Holy Land 
Institute for the Deaf — Salt 

If you would like to work and have some experience -with 
handicapped children, if you are committed to work with families 
and communities and if you don't mind driving out to different 
areas in the country, please write us. Especially women are 
encouraged to apply. 

Please send your C.V. within one week to: 

The Holy Land Institute lor the Deaf 
P.O. Box 15, Salt : — 
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'Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


LAMBADA “2” 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m. 

Next Show 

Body Guard 


Cinema 


\ 


PHILADELPHIA 


BLACK RAIN 

Sbows: 1230, 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m. ' 
..Thu.+Fri. special show for children at 
11:00 a.m. 

The Fox And The Hound 



/ 


^ Tel: 675571 

NabB JU Mashini Theatre 


T ues day January 5th marks the opening 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium {Ta’« w» Qafaneh) 


Dafty at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open ati day 


“Welcome New World Order” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25. 1993 following the theatre’s holiday 
Happy New Year 


/ 


cent in Liberia. 

Dealing with the environment 
for the Hist time, the report 
looked at the value of goods 
produced in 1990 per kilogramme 
of oil, or equivalent fuel, burned. 
The measure is based on the 
premise that the less oil and coal 
a country bums, the less it pol- 
lutes. 

Denmark produced $7 worth of 
goods for every kilogramme of 
rael used ip 1990 compared with 
$6.90 in Italy and $6.70 in Japan. 
They were the most efficient 
among the industrial countries. 

The United States was well 
down the list, producing only 
$2.80 worth of goods for each 
unit of fuel. 

On another environmental me- 
asure, the report said Haiti lost 40 
per cent of its forests in the 1980s 
compared with 39 per cent in 
Paraguay, 36 per cent in El Salva- 
dor and 35. per cent in Brunei. It 
says the United States lost about 
10 per cent of its forest over the 
decade. 


Japanese 

workers 

abandon 

house-buying 

hopes 


TOKYO (R) — Nine out of 10 
Japanese workers believe they 
will not earn enough to buy a 
house by the turn of the Century, 
according to a survey released 
Sunday. 

A survey of 33,500 workers by 
Japan's biggest trade union 
grouping showed 88 per cent 
doubted their pay would increase 
enough to allow them to buy a 
house by the year 2000. 

Prime Minister Kiichi Miyaza- 
wa's government pledged in a 
five-year-plan starting from next 
April to bring the cost of a home 
within the reach of urban work- 
ers. 

According to a recent report by 
Mitsubishi Bank, a home of ab- 
out 75 square metres within 30-50 
kflometres of Tokyo costs about 
52 irimfoir r yen ($419.0005; 7.9 
times the average annual income 
of a 30 to 39-year-old business- 
man. which is about 6.6 million 
yen ($53,200). 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Oil 
revenues of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states reached 
$75.2 billion in 1992, a seven per 
cent increase over the previous 
year's $70.5 billion, the Abu 
Dhabi-based Emirates Industrial 
Bank (EIB) said in a report Sun- 
day. 

The EIB report attributed the 
increase in the total GCC oil 
income mainly to Kuwait's rising 
earnings which jumped three-fold 
to $5.8 billion in 1992 from $1.4 
billion the previous year. 

Revenues of Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s biggest oil exporter, went 
up by three per cent, from $47.50 . 
billion in 1991 to $49 billion in 
1992. 

However, oil revenues of the 
four other GCC member states — 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Bahrain, Qatar and Oman — 
have dropped. 

The report estimated UAE re- 


venues at $13.4 billion, down 
from $14 billion; Qatar's at $2.2 
billion, down from $2.5 billion; 
Oman's at $4 billion, down from 
$4.20 billion; and Bahrain's at 
$820 million, down from $900 
million. 

Kuwait's oil industry was badly 
damaged by the Iraqi forces dur- 
ing a seven-month occupation 
that ended in February 1991. At 
the start of 1992, Kuwait's pro- 
duction was estimated at less 
than 500.000 barrels a day, but by 
the end of the year it had climbed 
to near the prewar level of 1.5 
million barrels per day. 

The bank report said the latest 
accord of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) which restrained the 
group's overall output to 24.582 
million barrels a day, should con- 
tribute to the stability of the oil 
market, provided all member 
states adhered to their assigned 


quotas. 

The EIB predicted the oil mar- 
ket will be supported by anticipa- 
tions of higher demand, which it 
said will rise to 68 million barrels 
per day in 1993, compared to 67. 1 
million barrels per day and 66.7 mil- 
lion barrels per day in 1992 and 
1991 respectively. 

However, the report said the 
oil market was currently passing 
through what it described as a 
“fra g ile balance," urging OPEC coun- 
tries to stick to their OPEC 
quotas in order to avoid a down- 
slide on oil prices. 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the 
UAE are ranking members of 
OPEC. 

Oil revenues are the backbone 
of the economies of Oman and 
Bahrain and adhere to OPEC 
production and pricing policies. 
But they are not members of the 
group. 


Higher volume of gold 
trading brightens Dubai 


DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — The year 1992 has been a 
record one for the tiny sheikdom 
of Dubai, the gold capital of the 
Middle East and a vital transship- 
ment point in the global trading 
network for the yellow metal, 
officials said Sunday. 

According to the statistics of 
the World Gold Council, a volun- 
tary, non-profit association of 
gold producing companies from 
14 countries headquartered in 
Geneva, Switzerland, Dubai's 
gold imports for 1992 were ex- 
pected to be in the range of 300 . 
tonnes, 80 per cent higher than 
the preceding year. 

“This is the highest import 
figure for gold into Dubai so far, 
securing it a place among the top 
five importing markets in the 
world," Andre Bisang, director. 
Middle East and Turkey told the 
Associated Press. 

Dubai's 1992 gold imports are 
representative of a general trend 
in the emerging gold markets, 
said Mr. Bisang, linking it to 
deregulation and opening up of 
markets in the Indian sub- 
continent, China, Iran, Turkey, 
Taiwan and Thailand. 

“In 1991, .the Western World 
mined 1,781.6 tonnes of gold*., 
while China, countries of the 
former Soviet Union, North 
Korea and Mongolia produced 
another 375 tonnes," he said. 
“We have a situation where supp- 


WIR SUCHEN 

Deutsch und englischsprechende Dame flier alle anfal- 
lenden Sekretaeriatsarbeiten. 

Schreibmaschinkenritnisse erwuenscht 

Weitere Informational! erhalten Sfe bei PAN 
EAST TOURS telefon: 698142. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Attached, one ground floor, consists of 2 bedrooms, 
sitting room, L-shaped living & dining rooms, with porch. 
Central heating and telephone. Located near the universi- 
ty bridge, on a hill. 

Please call 671860 from 9:00 a.m. till 7:00 p.m. 


For a trading and industrial company an experienced 

office female secretary with the following qualifications: 

* Diploma in secretariat or equivalent with minimum of 
three years of experience. 

☆ Commands English language and typing Arabic and 
English. 

☆ Experience in translation and commercial correspond- 
ence. 

☆ Experience in using office equipment especially com- 
puter. 

Those interested should send their C.V. to: 

P.O. Box 961575 

Sport City — Amman — Jordan 

☆ Latest 15-1-1993 ☆ Salary accordance to experience 



CENTRO CULTURAL ESPANOL 

Announces 

Three month winter course for Spanish 
language. 

Registration starts for all levels on 
26-Dec-1992. 

The course will start on 4-J an- 1993 Jatu relays, 
Mondays and Wednesdays. 

Duration of the class is an hour and a half for 
all levels. 

For more Information call 610858, 624049. 
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ly has stabilised at the same level 
this year, while demand for gold 
by the jewellery industry is ex- 
pected to have exceeded this total 
supply by at least 200 tonnes by 
the year end.” Final statistics 
have yet to be lined up. 

Among the emerging markets. 
India and China are the two 
countries with a voracious appe- 
tite for the yellow metal. 

Eighty per cent of India's offi- 
cial gold imports and perhaps a 
larger percentage of unofficial 
imports into that country of 850 
million and with an annual gold 
market of 400 tonnes are, accord- 
ing to trade sources, transacted 
through Dubai. 

Indians form tire bulk of an 
expatriate population that makes 
up about three-fourths of the two 
million population of the United 
Arab Emirates, which groups 
Dubai with Abu Dhabi, Sharjah. 
Ajman, Umm Al Quwain, Fu- 
jairah and Ras Al Khaimah. 

As a result of a feeble buying 
power and a difference of approx- 
imately $20 higher price than the 
internationally prevailing price 
on 10 grammes of gold, per capita 
purchase of gold in India is lower 
than half a gramme per year. 

On the other hand, a resident 

■ . ■ 


Indian in the Gulf with substan- 
tially higher income tends to buy 
an average of 30 grammes per 
year. This highlights the 
tremendous growth potential in 
the Indian market and the conse- 
quent benefits for Dubai as its 
major supply point. 


China Town 
Management . 

apologizes for the 
inconvenience caused' 
to Mr. Fahmi Salim . 
Naseron31st 
December 1992. We 
would like to inform ‘ 
our respected guests ] 
that our telephone 
numbers are as 
follows: 

674111-674295 
(ext: 6338) -6741 12 . 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Beautifully furnished three-bedroom apartment, with two 
salons, two bathrooms, dining room, kitchen & two 
verandas. Complete with telephone, T.V., video player, 
washing machine & parking spot. Located between 4th & 
5th Circles. Must see to appreciate. 

If interested, call owner 674286 


WANTED 

Temporary driver for head of relief mission. Required 
on casual basis, to work at western embassy in 
Amman. 

Applicants MUST be fluent in both English and 
Arabic and capable of maintaining embassy vehi- 
cles. 

Applicants MUST be willing to work long hours if 
necessary, including evenings and weekends. 
Applicants should also be familiar with office proce- 
dures and be prepared to assist in the office. 

Full C.V. and supporting statements should be sent to 
P.0. Box 35201 by 11/1/1993 


MINISTRY Of Pl’BIJf WORKS ft HIHKINC 
UOVERNMKNT TKNDKRS WREITORATK 

Ministry of Public Works & Housing 
Government Tenders Dire c t o r a te 
General Tenders announcement 
Invitation to Tenders No. (3, 4/93) 

Local contractors classified in field of buildings classifica- 
tion third or fourth and international contractors in the 
same field and classification who are interested in 
participating in this tender are requested to contact the 
Government Tender Directorate at Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing, Amman, Jordan to receive tender- 
documents starting from 3/1/1993 and in accordance with 
the following terms. 

Tenders No. Description 


(3/93) 1 . Construction of Um-Butma Comp. 

girls school area (IBOOJm 2 . 

(4/93) 1 . Construction of Al Jiza Comp. 

girls school area (ISOOJm 2 . 


a The project partially financed by the sector loan, 

b. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

c. Tenders price (100) JD for each tender set (non-refundable). 

d. Last date for purchase of tender document on January 26th, 
1993. 

e. Offers shall be submitted to the Government Directorate 
before 13:30 local time on Thursday 2nd of February 1993, 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Ba&heer Al Jaghbeer 



































































































































8 World News 


Bosnian peace talks 
hit serious trouble 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY; 1 


GENEVA (Agencies) — An in- 
ternational conference on peace 
for war-tom Bosnia ran into se- 
rious trouble Monday as the 
Muslim-led government and re- 
bel Serbs differed strongly over 
the future shape of the Balkan 
state. 

“We are an inch away from 
break-up.” said a Serb delegation 
source. Muslim President Alija 
Izetbegovic told a news confer- 
ence the Serbs were refusing to 
accept key points in proposed 
political and military accords. 

Conference spokesman Fred 
Eckhard told reporters the talks, 
launched Saturday in a bid to 
prevent escalation of the conflict 
and possible outside intervention, 
were “at something of a crunch- 
point." 

As international mediators 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen 
worked to keep the parley on 
track, one conference official 
closely involved in the negotia- 
tions denied it was close to col- 
lapse. 

“There are major questions 
unresolved. They have to be de- 
cided," the official said, “this is 
definitely a cliff-hanger. It is a 
make-or-break day,” said 
another senior conference 


Mr. Eckhard told a news brief- 
ing there were “fundamental dif- 
ferences,” between the Serbs and 
Muslims on power-sharing be- 
tween central government and 
autonomous provinces under a 
peace plan proposed Mr. Vance 
and Lord Owen. 

He said die views of the two 
sides were incompatible. Their 
leaders met in Geneva over the 
weekend in the first face-to-face 
talks since war erupted in the 
former Yugoslav republic in 
March and sparked a major re- 
fugee crisis. 

The Serbs have made dear 
they seek a wide degree of 
sovereignty for the area they 
would control in a new-style Bos- 
nia, which the mediators say 
should be made up of 10 regions 
sbapped on ethnic and economic 
lines. 

Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, in 
proposals the Bosnian president 
says he has accepted as a com- 
promise, have offered a decen- 
tralised state with most gov- 
ernmental functions carried out 
by its provinces. 

Mr. Izetbegovic issued an ulti- 
matum to the Serbs to agree to an 
independent sovereign state and 
. to put their heavy weapons under 
U.N. control or the war would 


continue. 

He said there would be no 
point in the Bosnian government 
continuing peace talks if the 
Serbs did not agree to these key 
points. 

“We will not give up on these 
two principles," Mr. Izetbegovic 
said. “We think these two re- 
quests are just requests. If the 
conference fails it will be because 
they (the Serbs) didn’t accept it. 
In that case it will be a sign that 
they want the war to continue in 
Bosnia." 

Hajniddin So mini, Mr. Izetbe- 
govic's chief political counsellor, 
said the international community 
was trying to impose peace with- 
out regard to the crimes commit- 
ted in nine months of war. 

“They imposed the war and 
now they are trying to impose on 
us the peace,” Mr. Somun told 

reporters. 

“It’s too early for peace," be 
added. 

Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, 
the co-chairmen of the Geneva 
conference on former Yugosla- 
via, have proposed a settlement 
under which Bosnia would be cut 
up into 10 autonomous provinces 
under an ethnically-balanced cen- 
tral government. 


Sihanouk ends cooperation with 
U.N. in Cambodia peace process 


PEKING (AP) — Cambodian 
reconciliation leader Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk said Monday 
he was ending his cooperation 
with the United Nations 
peacekeeping mission and the 
Phnom Penh government be- 
cause of continued politically 
motivated violence in his country. 

“In light of the extreme gravity 
and persistent continuation of the 
crimes perpetrated against Fun- 
cinpec, ...I am obliged to cease to 
cooperate with United Nations 
Transitional Authority (UN- 
TAC) and the administration of 
the state of Cambodia." Prince 
' Sihanouk said in a letter Monday 
to UNTAC head Yasushi Akashi. 

Funcinpec is the political party 
of Prince Sihanouk's son, Ranar- 
iddh. who is a member of the 
Supreme National Council set up 
under a peace agreement to end 
Cambodia's 13 years of dvjl war. 

Prince Sihanouk is chairman of 
that body, formed by leaders of 
the Vietnamese-installed Phnom 
Penh government and the three 
guerrilla factions that were bat- 
tling it. The council was set up to 
work with the U.N. peacekeeping 
operation- 

If the mercurial prince carries 
out his decision, it would serious- 
ly damage the Cambodian peace 
process. He is widely perceived 
by Cambodians and the interna- 
tional community as the only 
person able to unite the divided 
nation. 

The peace agreement already 
has been violated by the Khmer' 
Rouge guerrillas, who refuse to 
disarm and have attacked U.N. 
personnel. 

Prince Sihanouk said he would 
continue “strictly personal" 
cooperation with Mr. Akashi and 
the Vietnamese-installed Phnom 
Penh government. 

Prince Sihanouk's office in 
Peking said Monday that Mr. 
Akashi planned to come to China 


to meet with the prince Friday, 
but could not say what the two 
would discuss. 

Prince Sihanouk has a home in 
Peking and is being treated by 
Chinese doctors for heart, liver 
and lung ailments. 

The prince bad threatened in 
mid-December to stop working 
with UNTAC because of the poli- 
tical violence, saying the U.N. 
group was “not capable of setting 
up true democracy and peace" in 
his country. 

In a Sunday letter to Mr. 
Akashi, made public Monday, 
Prince Sihanouk asked, “How 
could democratic elections 
worthy of that name take place 
with certain legality if Cambo- 
dia... again becomes a country 
without trust and law?” 

Under the Paris peace agree- 
ment signed by the four factions, 
tjxe U.N. is to guide the adminis- 
tration of the country and stabil- 
ise the political atmosphere in 
preparation for a general election 
m May 1993. 

But Prince Sihanouk's letters, 
which were accompanied by 
accounts of violent “premedi- 
tated acts by a rival political 
organisation," said that at least 
six people have died in attacks 
against his offices since Dec. 31. 

“I rely on your excellency and 
the UNTAC to take more 
energetic measures and more re- 
solute actions to put an end, if 
possible, to such shameful and 
criminal acts," he said. 

Prince Sihanouk did not name 
the “rival political organisation," 
but he likely meant the Phnom 
Penh government, which U.N. 
investigators say has been behind 
some attacks against the prince's 
group. 

Logging ban violated 

Logs are apparently still cros- 
sing the border from Cambodia 
into Thailand despite a ban on 


the trade, a spokesman for the 
U.N. peacekeeping operation 
said Monday. 

“I understand there is some 
illegal movement across the bor- 
der," spokesman Eric Fait told 
reporters. 

The ban on exports of whole 
fogs, which went into effect Jan. 
1, was imposed by Cambodian 
national reconciliation leaders to 
prevent depletion of die country’s 
forests. If successful, it would 
deprive the radical communist 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas of a huge 
source of revenue. 

In Bangkok, Thai Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Sakthip 
Krairiksh said he had not yet 
received any official reports of 
the ban being violated but did 
notice a foreign news agency re- 
port that described hundreds of 
logs still crossing into Thailand 
from northern Cambodia. 

“If there is any abuse, we will 
tty to correct it,” he said. 

The four Cambodian factions 
that control areas of the country 
have the primary r esp o nsibility 
for enforcing the ban, and U.N. 
officials at die borders are only 
watching to see if they are doing 
so, Mr. Fait said. 

Mr. Fait said U.N. officials 
were issuing written warnings to 
drivers of vehicles violating the 
ban, bat they “do not have the 
power to stand in front of a trade 
at die border and make it stop." 

U.N. peacekeepers are also 
hampered because they have not 
been allowed to set up check- 
points in border areas controlled 
by the Khmer Rouge, which has 
refused to cooperate with the 
U.N. operation’s attempt to 
guide die country out of rivfl war. 

The Khmer Rouge makes huge 
profits from fees collected from 
Thai businessmen for rights to log 
m Khmer Rouge-controlled areas 
in the west and north bordering 
Thailand. 


Eastwood’s ‘Unforgiven’ 
wins film critics’ awards 


NEW YORK (AP) — Clint 
Eastwood's “Unforgiven." a 
bleak Western about frontier 
justice, was chosen best pic- 
ture of 1992 on Sunday by 
film critics from 25 national 
publications. 

The film, which Mr. East- 
wood directed and staned in. 
■also won Ihe prizes for best 
director, best screenplay and 
best supporting actor from 
the National Society of Film 
Critics. 

Of the society’s 35 member 
critics from major newspap- 
ers and magazines, 25 were 
present to vote for the annual 
awards at the Algonquin 
Hotel. 

The critics named Irish 
director Neil Jordans film 
"The Crying Game" as 
runner-up for best picture, 
followed by Robert Altman’s 
'*The Player." 

Mr. Eastwood was voted 
best director for “Unfor- 
given," followed by Mr. Alt- 
man and Mr. Jordan for 
second and third place, re- 
spectively. 

The Chinese film “Raise 
the Red Lantern, “ director 
Zhang Yimou's study of 
marital repression in pre- 
revolution China, was named 
best foreign language film. 
Second in that category was 
the Finnish film “The Match 
Factory Girl," directed by 


Aki Kaurismaki. 

Other awards: 

— Best screenplay: David 
Webb Peoples for “Unfor- 
given.” Runner-up: Mr. Jor- 
dan for “The Crying Game.” 

— Best actor: Stephen Rea 
as the IRA soldier in “The 
Crying Game." Runner-up: 
Mr. Eastwood in “Unfor- 
given." 

— Best actress: Emma 
Thompson as a woman torn 
by class prejudice in the Brit- 
ish film “Howards End." 
Runner-up: Susan Sarandon 
in "Light Sleeper” and 
“Lorenzo’s Oil." 

— Best supporting actor: 
Gene Hackman as the genial 
but sadistic sheriff in "Unfor- 
given." Runner-up: Jaye 
Davidson in “The Crying 
Game.” 

— Best supporting actress: 
Judy Davis as a distraught 
woman separated from her 
husband in Woody Allen’s 
"Husbands and Wives." 
Runner-up: Miranda 
Richardson in “The Crying 
Game.” “Enchanted April” 
and “Damage." 

— Best documentary: 
Director Barbara Kopple’s 
“American Dream," which 
follows a strike at a Hormel 
plant in Minnesota. Runner- 
up: Joe Berlinger and Bruce 
Sinofeky's “Brother’s Keep- 
er," which documents the 


i 

Clint Eastwood 
trial in upstate New York of 
an illiterate man accused of 
murdering his brother. 

■ — Best cinematography: 
“Raise the Red Lantern,” 
with Zhao Fei as the director 
of photography. Runner-up: 
“Laws of Gravity.” director 
Nick Gomez’ film about 
machismo in working-class 
Brooklyn, with Jean de 
Segonzac as the director of 
photography. 

The critics also cited 
Michael Almereyda's 
"Another Girl Another 
f or "expanding the 
posabilities of experimental 
film making, including die 
use of a pixel vision toy cam- 
corder,” a $40 device. 

The 27th annual awards 
were defeated to the mem- 
ory of Stephen Harvey, film 
critic of Inquiry magazine 
and curator for the Museum 
of Modem Art Department 
of Film, who died of AIDS 
Friday. 



Mnstim reftaq 
(AFP photo) 


r e fu gees — mostly Bosnian — wait at a camp in the Croatian capital of Zaghreb for meals. 


Kohl under fire over Moellemann 


BONN (R) — The German press 
slammed Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl Monday over his disgraced 
economics minister, saying he 
should never have appointed 
Juergen Moellemann to the post 
and waited too long to get rid of 
him. 

Mr. Moellemann, 47, who Ber- 
lin’s Tagesspiegel daily said “had 
no qualifications except burning 
ambition.” resigned Sunday after 
being caught in a scandal over 
inftuence-pedcQing for his cousin. 

Editorials dismissed him as a 
publicity-hungry lightweight 
whose lack of leadership reflected 
Mr. Kohl’s own problems finding 
policies that can avert recession 
in Western Germany and rebuild 
the ex-communist East. 

“Moellemann's resignation 
frees the republic from a night- 
mare.” wrote Die Welt. 

The conservative daily said 
Mr. Moellemann's attempt to 
ride out the storm over his be- 
haviour led to fean of corruption 
within Mr. Kohl's 10-year-old 
coalition and added: "Kohl 
should have hauled him on to the 
carpet before Christmas.” 


The liberal Sueddeutsche 
Zeitung in Munich argued: “The 
harmless Moellemann affair 
throws a stark spotlight on the 
decline of Kohl’s cabinet.” 

“Probably no post-war Ger- 
man cabinet has-been so marked 
by erosion,” the paper said of 
Mr. Kohl’s centre-right cabinet, 
which five ministers have quit in 
the past nine months. 

On Mr. Moellemann the news- 
paper commented: “He was un- 
suited for the job and the fact be 
got it against all reason meant the 
economics ministry soon became 
irrelevant." 

ZDF Television mocked Mr. 
Moellemann's claim that he had 
not lied when he first blamed an 
aide for letters be had signed 
promoting his cousin's security 
system for supermarket trolleys. 

“The art of speaking an un- 
truth without telling a lie" was 
the title of its special programme 
on the resignation. 

“Gan anyone be surprised that 
voters are fed up with these 
politicians?” it asked in a com- 
mentary. 

Mr. Moellemann’s Liberal 
Free Democratic Party (FDP). 


which has already staked its claim 
to keep the economics ministry in 
Mr. Kohl’s cabinet reshuffle- plan 
ned for later this month, will 
meet Friday to discuss possible 
successors. 

FDP sources §aid Guenter Rc- 
xrodt, a banker who came a 
strong second to Mr. Moelle- 
mann in the party vote when the 
liberals last chose a new econo- 
mics minister in 1991, was the 
favourite. 

Apart from bis qualifications, 
Mr. Rexrodt has the advantage of 
strong experience in eastern Ger- 
many as a board member of the 
Treuhand agency privatising for- 
mer communist industry. 

Reflecting the tension between 
himself and the man who was 
officially his vice-chancellor, Mr. 
Kohl accepted Mr. Moellemann's 
resignation with thanks but con- 
spicuously without regret. 

Mr. Moellemann also 
announced be would not ran for 
the post of FDP chairman this 
year, leaving the field open for 
his rival Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel to take over the reins of 
the small party he joined only two 
years ago. 


Moi starts 
new term 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — Daniel 
Arap Moi began a fresh five-year 
term as president of Kenya Mon- 
day after the electoral commis- 
sion declared he had beaten a 
fragmented opposition in the first 
multi-party elections in 26 years. 

Mr. Moi, 68, at the swearing-in 
ceremony in State House, bis 
official residence in the capital, 
said he would ■ try to heal the 
wounds opened by bitter and 
sometimes violent campaigning. 

“I shall serve all Kenyans, and 
I mean all Kenyans, with dedica- 
tion and humility for the develop- 
ment and prosperity of our peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Party colleagues who lost par- 
liament seats joined Mr. Moi in 
the ceremony, dancing up 3nd 
down with one finger, their party 
emblem, pointed upwards. A 
military band played and Mr. Moi 
inspected a guard of honour. 

But Mr. Moi did not invite 
opposition leaders to the func- 
tion, an omission which could set 
back the task of reconciliation. 

The National Electoral Com- 
mission (NEC) revised the vote 
for Moi in last Tuesday’s elec- 
tions to 1,964,534 against 
1,402,069 for his closest rival. 
Kenneth Matiba of Ford-Asili- 

Mwai Kibakt of the Democra- 
tic Party of Kenya won 1,012,569 
votes and veteran opposition 
figurehead Jaramogi Oginga 
Odinga of Ford-Kenya took. 
914,550. 

’ The polls were criticised locally 
and by international observers as 
riddled with irregularities, but 
were held generally to have been 
representative of the vote. 

Mr. Moi, has ruled this East 
African nation in an often author- 
itarian manner since the 1978 
death of Kenya's first president, 
Jomo Kenya tta. 

The general elections, in which 
voters chose Mr. Kenya's presi- 
dent, 188 parliamentarians and 
hundreds of civic officials, came a 
year after Mr. Moi reluctantly 
embraced multiparty politics 
under intense domestic and inter- 
national pressure. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


France opens schools to homeless 

PARIS (R) — French Education Minister Jack Lang ordered 
schools and universities Monday to shelter the homeless from a 
week-old arid spell that has killed six people. In Italy, the death 
toll rose to four as a freak spell of wintery weather continued to 
grip the country, covering the normally mild south with a thick 
layer of snow. A 46-year-old man in the eastern town of Nantua 
Was the sixth homeless person to die of expoane in France in a 
week. A 72-year-old pensioner who lived in a shack with a 
tarpaulin as a blanket found dead in Brittany Sunday. Tempera- 
tures have plunged well below freezing throughout France, 
reaching minus 15 Celsius (5 Fahrenheit) in some places. Two 
women and a child died in their blazing home in the northern 
town of Calais. Firemen said the blaze was apparently caused by a 
gas leak. Cold weather hampered repair work. 

Death toll from Fiji cyclone rises to 12 

SYDNEY (AP) — The death toll from tropical cydone Kina, 
which battered Fiji on the weekend, has risen to 12, officials said 
Monday. Fiji disaster management centre spokesman Mosese 
Sikivou said in a telephone interview most victims drowned in 
flooded creeks and rivers or rough seas. Five people reported 
missing at sea bad been found, he said. Hospitals and. medical 
clinics around the South Pacific republic treated scores of injuries. 
Most had been hurt by flying debris whipped up by gales of up to 
100 knots which destroyed houses, flattened crops and cut 
communications and electricity supplies. Hundreds of homes 
remain flooded, forcing mass evacuations. An airport near the 
capital Suva has also been flooded, although foe country’s main 
airport at Nadi on the west of foe main island of Viti Levu is open. 

Carter and Reagan honoured 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Former presidents Jimmy Carter and 
Ronald Reagan were awarded the nation’s first Spark M. 
Matsunaga medals of peace Sunday by the U.S. Peace Institute 
for giving hope “to people throughout the world who suffered 
under tyranny.” The award, created by Congress to honour Mr. 
Matsunaga, a senator from Hawaii who died in 1990 and was a 
proponent of peace education, carries a $25,000 stipend. Mr. 
Carter and Mr. Reagan were selected by the board of directors of 
the U.S. Institute of Peace, a government institution created by 
Congress at Mr. Matsunaga’s suggestion to promote research, 
education and training on international peace and conflict 
resolution. 


23 killed in South African unrest 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — At least 23 people were killed in. 
scattered unrest across foe country and a farm was bombed 
Monday in a possible attack by black radicals, police said. Police 
said two explosions badly damaged a farm building near Port 
Elizabeth on the east coast, but there were no injuries. Police said 
the bombing may be linked to foe Azanian Liberation People’s 
Army (APLA), which has attacked farms and other targets in the 
region in recent weeks, killing at least five whites. There was no 
immediate claim of responsibility for the attack- APLA opposes 
talks between mainstream black groups and the white minority 
government on ending apartheid. It advocates blacks seize power. 
Hie attacks have frightened many whites, especially in rural 
areas. Police said at least 23 blacks had been killed in scattered 
violence’ across the country since Friday. 

Hundreds flee fighting in Bangladesh port 

CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh (R) — Running battles broke out 
for a second day Monday between Bangladeshi civilians and navy 
personnel over allegations that a teenage girl had been harassed. 
Officials said seven people had died, at least 200 were injured and 
hundreds bad fled their homes in this port city since the clashes 
began Sunday. Fighting resumed Monday morning after a night 
curfew was lifted, with combatants armed with guns and 
firebombs. Security forces sought to limit foe fighting by 
cordoning oft foe area where it started when one group accused 
another of harassing a girl in a nearby free trade zone. All flights 
to Chittagong were cancelled and operations in foe port were 
suspended, police said. 

Two killed in Ulster violence 

BELFAST (R) — Protestant extremists Sunday shot dead a 
Catholic father and son in Northern Ireland, acting on their 
pledge to intensify violence in 1993 “to a ferocity never 
imagined.’’ In foe first fatal shootings of foe New Year, masked 
gunmen from the outlawed Ulster Volunteer Force burst into the 
County Tyrone home of 51-year-old Pat Shields. They killed 
20-year-old Diarmuid Shields in a downstairs room and seriously 
injured his 24-yer-old brother who tried to barricade the door. 
The killers then ran upstairs and shot their father in bed. police 
said. The Protestant Ulster Volunteer Force admitted responsibil- 
ity for foe tailings and said Pat Shields was a member of the Irish 
Republican Army’s (IRA) political wing Sinn Fein. This was 
denied by the party, which tailed the shootings sectarian. 


Hearings begin tomorrow on Clinton nominees 


WASHINGTON (AP) — As Re- 
publicans scrutinise their records 
for hints of trouble. President- 
elect Bill Clinton's choices for his 
cabinet will face confirmation 
hearings almost as quickly as 
Congress convenes this week. 

The new cabinet members can- 
not be confirmed until after Mr. 
Clinton is inaugurated Jan. 20. 
But Senate majority leader 
George Mitchell is moving to 
expedite the process in hopes the 
Senate will be ready to vote soon 
after the new administration 
takes office. 

“I don’t know if there will be 
any controversy over any of the 
nominees,” Mr. Mitdiell said in a 
telephone interview from Maine 
last week. “I hope we're going to 
be able to confirm them soon 
after foe inaugural." 

The 103rd Congress formally 
convenes Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day Commerce Secretary-desig- 
nate Ron Brown goes before a 
Senate committee to begin his 
confirmation process. 

Three more cabinet designees 
have their hearings Thursday — 
Les Aspin, Mr. Clinton’s choice 
for defence; Federico Pena for 


transportation, and Robert Reich 
for labour. 

Others are scheduled to face 
their first hearings the following 
week, including Treasury Secret- 
ary-designate Lloyd Bentsen, the 
Texas Democrat whose hearing 
will be before the Senate Finance 
Committee he chairs. 

The schedule is being set indi- 
vidually by foe various commit- 
tees with jurisdiction. 

Although no organised cam- 
paign has emerged against any of 
the choices so far, Sen. Trent 
Lott, (Republican — - Mississippi), is 
leading GOP efforts to scrutinise 
their backgrounds and may direct 
the opposition. 

Though Mr. Lott insists he has 
no such test, some Republicans 
are considering trying to probe 
lives in a way they say Democrats 
did in blocking the late John 
Tower, President George Bush’s 
initial choice for defence secret- 
ary. in 1989. 

“He doesn’t view his role a$ a 
hit man,” said Bruce Lott, press 
secretary to the Mississippi 
senator. 

“Senator Lott believes the 
president should have a great 


deal of leeway in who he chooses, 
and he’s not going to oppose 
someone just because he dis- 
agrees with them. He’s looking to 
be sure they’re qualified." 

Republicans are expected to 
question Mr. Brown, foe out- 
going Democratic national chair- 
man, about his extensive lob- 
bying — including foreign clients 
— as partner in a Washington 
powerhouse law firm, Patton, 
Boggs and Blow. 

Among the clients he has rep- 
resented is foe government of 
Haiti and its former dictator 
Jean -Claude "Baby Doc" Duva- 
Her. Mr. Brown also could face 
questioning about ties to big cor- 
porations and other rich donors 
who gave huge sums of legal but 
unregulated donations to foe 
Democratic Party. 

“Obviously every nominee 
should be checked into,” Mr. 
Mitchell said. "Bui Ron Brown is 
a very distinguished and able 
person. I don’t anticipate he’ll 
have difficulty being confirmed." 

Mr. Brown’s spokeswoman, 
Ginny Terzano, said his lobbying 
for Haiti took place before be 
took the party post, and that 


“Chairman Brown served his law 
firm weir while a lobbyist. 

"We all hope partisan attacks 
will not be a centrepiece of the 
hearings,” she said. 

Also likely to face Republican 
grilling is Donna Shalala, fo e 
health and human services 
secretary-designate. 

She has been chancellor since 
1988 of the University of Wiscon- 
sin’s flagship campus, where she 
took on a controversial battle to 
prohibit harassing speech. She 
has been attacked by conserva- 
tives as championing “political 
correctness” on campus, their 
term for overardent liberalism 

Though the House has no role 
in the confirmation process. Re- 
publican staff aides say they ex- 
pect Republicans will use the 
televised bouse proceedings as a 
forum to launch attacks on 
targeted nominees. 

Though her appointment is not 
subject to confirmation, Laura 
Tyson, Mr. Clinton's designated 
head of the Council of Economic 
Advisers, is likely to face partisan 
criticism for her economic phi- 
losophy and writings on Eastern 
Europe, according to GOP aides 



Norwegian 

be first to r 

South Pole aio^ : - 

OSLO (R) — A 
plorer is poised to .bcctime foe' 
first person to walk alone. tn^fae 
South Pole this wrekwifonalyii 
few kilometres left of> tags* 
chilling trek across Antarctica, 
his spokesman said Monday;. 
Eriiug Kagge was 81.5 kilometres 
from the pole Monday after 
covering 1,228.5 kilometres 'since 
setting out on Nov. 17 from Berir- 
ner fsland on the rim of fae 
ice-bound continent, “He should 
reach the pole Wednesday night 
or early on Thursday,” stud Haas 
Christian Eriandsen, Mr.Kagge’s 
spokesman. Mr. Kagge, 29, antfi 
lawyer from Oslo, skied with « 
colleague to the North Pole, fa 
1990. On his solo trek .acnics 
Antarctica, walking on skis wufa 
no outside help, Mr. Kagge 
started out dragging a sledge of 
about 125 kilometres . the 
sledge now weighs about half that 
amount as he has used up- food 
and fuel aboard. A satellite trans- 
mitter has shown Mr. Kagge’s 
location and has allowed him fa. 
send messages including “every- 
thing okay" and ‘‘happy hew 
year." Mr. Kagge would bepkk- 
ed up at the pole by plane. ■ ■ 

BBC gets new 
director-general 

LONDON (R) — The British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)- 
got a new director-general Mon- 
day when John Birr, a former 
commercial television execube, 
took over one of the most power- 
ful media jobs in the country. Mr. 
Birt was named director-general- 
designate two years ago anil 
worked in the interim on a review 
of the role of the BBC, a British 
institution highly regarded 
around the world, in an age -of 
keen competition from satellite 
and other broadcasters. Mr. Bin,, 
who succeeds retiring chief Sir 
Michael Checkland, has pledged 
to place an emphasis on die state- 
owned broadcaster producing 
“unique, different and original’’ 
programmes rather than cfircctiy 
competing with commercial rivals 
for ratings. The state radio and 
television service is received by 
90 per cent of British homes -and 
is funded to the tone of almost 
£15 billion ($22 biffion) a year fro* a 
compulsory charge on television 
sets, an arrangement coming up 
for government review. Mrl. 
Checkland had dashed with BBC 
governors and others over the 
future direction of the organisa- 
tion and announced last year he. 
would retire earlier thsi planned. 

China decries 
'wanton 1 sperm 
donors 

PEKING (R) -- The world's 
most populous country is being 
put at risk by "underground 
sperm donor brigades" who wear 
themselves out providing low- 
quality seed for artificial insemi- 
nation and by unscrupulous 
sperm banks that mislead poten- 
tial recipients, an official news- 
paper said. Sunday's edition of 
foe Yangcheng Evening News de- 
nounced “low-quality profession- 
al donors (who) wantonly donate 
and excessively donate, leading to 
no end of bad consequences.” 
And it said some spenn banks 
have collected seed from only one 
donor, spawning dozens of artifi- 
cially inseminated babies who are 
actually related to one another. 

FT turns white 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s finan- 
cial Times celebrated 100 years of 
publication on its trademark pink 
paper Monday by turning white 
for a special centenary edition. 
The newspaper, a bibfe of British 
business, changed to -pink news- 
print in 1893 to distir^uish itself 
from other newspapers.. *.*To 
mark the anniversary* the news- 
paper appears today dressed all in 
white," the paper, said in an 
editorial. An anniversary supple- 
ment included a full-size repro- 
duction of a 1893 edffioo :and a 
snapshot of financfaf 'hfe at the 
time. : ; v 

‘Trees at rootof . 
Philippine woes^ ; 

Manila (R) — -Wfaife express- 
fog personal scepticism Pr»dent 
Fidel Ramos said.&hd&y he 
would look into afaMtipns' thnt 
three misplaced trefi and sym- 
bols on the presidential seal jfod 
banknotes were causpig Idfipow 
misfortunes. He was told during a 

television interview that accord- 

fog to Chinese "FenrShui," the 


Malacanang presidential palace 
blocked foe flow of ebsinic energy 
and should be Veiled". The 
geoman fists also said*&i-fipn in 
foe presidential symW had an 

^auspicious crookfi&AnL 4®* 
they noted that thej^est 5 W- 
Peso bill showed i 
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